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Come Ye Apart 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Mark 6:31 


66 OME ye apart, and rest awhile”— 
The Master calleth thee. 
Hear ye His voice, His call obey, 
And sweet your rest shall be. 


Come ye apart, and for the cares 
That sorely press and bind, 

In the secret place of prayer 
Sustaining grace you'll find. 


Come ye apart—there’s power here, 
Unlimited supply, 

A healing balm for every ill 
And joys that satisfy. 


Come ye apart, O weary one, 
Just as you are, and He, 

The mighty One, the loving Christ, 
Your All-in-al! will be. 
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The Waters Do Go Down 


God sees to it that we have breath- 
ing spells) He is never unmindful of 
His children and He knows just what 
kinds of trial and how much each one can 
bear. “For he knoweth our frame; he 
remembereth that we are dust” (Psa. 
103:14). As we pass through times of 
special stress and strain, we may always 
be sure that God will cut them short 
in His own time and way. When the 
rain pounded upon the roof of the ark 
and the water rose around it for forty 
days and nights, the faith and patience 
of Noah~and his family must have been 
sorely tested; and as the great hulk 


floated for weeks and months with no 
land in sight, there must have been dis- 
mal, trying days. After “the waters 
prevailed upon the earth an hundred 
and fifty days,” it is recorded that “God 
remembered Noah, and every living 
thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark: and God made a wind to 
pass over the earth, and the waters 
asswaged” (Gen. 8:1). In times of trial 
let us recall those simple words, “God 
remembered Noah ... and the waters 
asswaged,” knowing that we who have 
trusted in His Son have even more rea- 
son to be assured that He will not for- 
get us. Later in Genesis there is the 
account of the struggles Isaac had to dig 
and retain wells of fresh water. Some 
had been stopped by the Philistines after 
the death of Abraham; others were cov- 
eted and fought for by the native herds- 
men. But Isaac moved on until he found 
one over which there was no contest, 
“and he called the name of it Rehoboth; 
and he said, For now the Lord hath made 
room for us, and we shall be fruitful in 
the land” (26:22). The fight over the 
wells was not the last of Isaac’s troubles, 
but he found some respite and rest at 
Rehoboth, which means “roominess.” 
Even in the life of the Lord Jesus, whose 
life and death were one long contest 
against the powers of Satan, there were 
brief times of quietness. This must 
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have been so in His boyhood and youth 
in the home in Nazareth; and He found 
friendship and retirement in the home 
of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38; John 
12:1-3). Christ overcame the Devil by 
quoting the Word to meet three repre- 
sentative temptations; “and when the 
devil had ended all the temptation, he 
departed from him for a season” (Luke 
4:13). So even the Son of God had 
respite from the terrible warfare with 
Satan and the powers of darkness, There 
is real comfort in remembering this 
when we are under great stress. God's 
grace is sufficient at any moment; but it 
encourages the heart and cheers the 
mind to realize that we can look ahead 
to the receding of the waters, the cool- 
ing of the fires, the relaxation of taut 
nerves and tired brains, the dispelling of 
the shadows by the sunshine of His 
never-failing love and constant care. 
There is no discharge in the warfare 
till the end of life, but there are lulls 
in the battle. They may consist of such 
simple things as a pleasant dinner and 
evening in a Christian home, an after- 
noon on a quiet lake where the swallows 
skim and trout leap, or a day at the 
shore in the company of the gulls, sand- 
pipers, and sea ducks. We need to be 
alert to enjoy them and thank God for 
them. “There shall be seasons refresh- 
ing, if we let God have His way.” 


Three Thoughts for Times of Trial 


SOV seat once the hot pincers of 
real trouble, impending or 
arrived, lay hold of our 
hearts... .” This is one of Alexander 
McLaren’s striking phrases in his ex- 
position of Philippians. We all know 
what he means; and how we need some- 
thing solid and lasting to bear us up, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“That he would grant you, ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 
3:16). 




















with the added weight of our trouble, 
at such a time! It pays, therefore, to 
store the mind with certain undeniable 
facts against the day of trial. 

I. THe Lorp Jesus Curist Hap TRIALS 

1. Poverty.—He was barn in a stable 
and laid in a manger (Luke 2:7). At 
the' proper time His mother offered “a 
sacrifice according to that which is said 
in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons” (Luke 
2:24). This was according to a divine 
provision for those who were not able 
to bring a lamb (Lev. 12:8). He was 
known as “the carpenter’s son” (Matt. 
13:55). His triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem was made on a borrowed colt 








122 (2) 


(Matt. 21:5). He celebrated the last 
Passover with His disciples in a bor- 
rowed room (Mark 14:15). At His death 
He was laid in a borrowed sepulcher 
(Matt. 27:59, 60). 


2. Duty.—At the age of twelve He had 
to make the decision to remain in Jeru- 
salem when His mother and foster father 
left, and later explained this action by 
saying, “Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49.) 
After a busy day and a short night He 
rose “a great while before day, ... 
and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed” (Mark 1:35). So He knew 
what it was to get a weary body out of 
bed when sleep would have been sweet. 
He understood separation and departure, 
for He deliberately went on His way 
saying, “I must preach the kingdom of 
God to other cities also: for therefore 
am I sent” (Luke 4:43). He went stead- 
ily forward toward Jerusalem, knowing 
that it meant suffering and death (Matt. 
16:21). He went bravely forth to meet 
Judas, knowing that he would betray 
Him (Matt: 26:46). 


3. Crowds.—How often have we said 
or thought that we would like “to get 
away from it all”! This longing is not 
new, for David cried out long ago, “Oh 
that I had wings like a dove! for then 
would I fly away, and be at rest” (Psa. 
55:6). But the Lord Jesus could: not 
avoid the crowds, for He came “to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). When He went into Peter’s house 
on the Sabbath evening, “all the city 
was gathered together at the door” 
(Mark 1:33). When He had a meal at 
Matthew’s house, “many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and 
his disciples: for there were many, and 
they followed him” (Mark 2:15). He 
went up on a mountain and called His 
disciples about Him, but even then “the 
multitude cometh together again, so that 
they could not so much as eat bread” 
(Mark 3:20). Later He took His dis- 
ciples apart into a desert place to rest 
awhile and they went by ship. But they 
could not get away from the crowds, 
for “the people saw them departing, 
and many knew him, and ran afoot 
thither out of all cities, and outwent 
them, and came together unto him” 
(Mark 6:33). 


4. Loneliness.—When one of the scribes 
rashly said he would follow Christ 
wherever He went, His reply was, “The 
Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head” (Matt. 8:20). Everyone knows 
that Peter “followed him afar off,” but 
before that we read, “Then all the dis- 
ciples forsook him, and fled” (Matt, 26: 
56). At the cross, in a mystery too 
deep for us to understand, He was mo- 
mentarily forsaken by God for our sins 
(Matt. 27:46). 

5. Fatigue—He was so tired that He 
slept in a smal] boat in a storm (Matt. 
8:24). He was “wearied with his jour- 
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ney” and sat down to rest on the curb- 
ing of Jacob’s well (John 4:6). 

6. Hunger.—At the time of His tempta- 
tion in the wilderness “he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights” and must 
have been exceedingly hungry (Matt. 
4:2). Then it was that the wily Adver- 
sary tempted Him to turn stones into 
bread. There were doubtless many oc- 
casions when He was hungry, but we 
are told of another, near Bethany, when 
He found no fruit on a fig tree (Mark 
11:12). 

7. Thirsty.—Christ asked the woman 
of Samaria to give Him a drink of the 
water of Jacob’s well. At the time of 
His crucifixion He knew such thirst as 
few have ever known and said simply, 
“I thirst” (John 19:28). 

8. Dullness and Unbelief of Friends 
and Family.—His friends said He was 
“beside himself,” or out of His mind 
(Mark 3:21). His brothers did not be- 
lieve in Him (John 7:5). In His own 
country He could “do no mighty work” 
and “he marvelled because of their un- 
belief” (Mark 6:5, 6). When His dis- 
ciples saw Him walking on the sea they 
were afraid and forgot about “the mir- 
acle of the loaves” (Mark 6:52). He was 
grieved with His disciples when they 
could not heal the lunatic boy (Matt. 
17:17). One of the sad incidents of the 
Gospels is that immediately after Christ 
had instituted the Lord’s Supper, “there 
was also a strife among them, which of 
them should be accounted the greatest” 
(Luke 22:24). At atime of great stress, 
when He had been agonizing in prayer, 
He found His disciples asleep (Matt. 26: 
40). Even after His resurrection He was 
still confronted with unbelief, and said, 
“O fools,.and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken” 
(Luke 24:25). 

9. Criticism or Opposition.—Christ was 
charged with blasphemy when He healed 
the palsied man and forgave his sins 
(Mark 2:7). He was criticized for eat- 
ing with sinners (Mark 2:16); and for 
healing a poor man’s withered hand on 
the Sabbath (3:1-5). The scribes said 
He cast out devils by the power. of 
Beelzebub (3:22). John was criticized 
for not eating and drinking, and Christ 
was criticized for doing so (Matt. 11:18, 
19). The chief priests and the elders called 
His authority in question (Matt. 21:23). 
“He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not” (John 1:11). 

10. Pain—Christ knew what antici- 
pated pain was, and yet went steadily 
onward to meet it (Matt. 16:21; 20: 17-19). 
He suffered the most terrible kind of 
actual, physical pain when He was 
scourged, crowned with thorns, and cru- 
cified (Matt, 27:26, 29, 35). 

Having known all these trials as a 
man on earth, Christ can sympathize 
and strengthen those who suffer and are 
tempted (Heb. 2:17, 18; 4:14-16). A 

(Continued On page 137) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


What Is Involved in 
Believing the Gospel? 

In John 3:16, and other verses on 
salvation, doesn’t the word “believeth” 
carry with it something more than 
mere acceptance? Does it not imply 
action and conformity? 

For example, we are told that in the 
language of the Tzeltal Indians of Mex- 
ico the word for “believe” is the same 
as the word for “obey.” Why?—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 

The following quotations from two 
well-known Bible teachers give good 
definitions of belief in the New Testa- 
ment sense: 

“It is true that belief is the sole con- 
dition of salvation. But what is belief? 
The Word of God shows belief to be 
far more than, and far different from, 
a mere intellectual assent to a set of 
propositions about ‘Jesus of Nazareth. In 
John 1:11, 12 believing on His name is 
seen to be the same thing as receiving 
Him. Therefore no one who has not 
received Him has really believed on His 
name. In Romans 10:9, 10 this receiving 
Him takes the form of confessing with 
the mouth while believing in the heart. 
And in Matthew 10:32 and Luke 12:8 our 
Lord makes this receiving and confess- 
ing a public matter: it is to be ‘before 
men.’ .. . What a sinner must do to be 
saved is to believe in his heart that 
Christ died for his sins according to the 
Scriptures, that is to receive.-Him as his 
own personal Saviour; and as there is 
opportunity the saved sinner should give 
testimony by open confession of Jesus 
as his Lord before men... . 

“Believing ‘that Jesus is the Christ’ is 
equivalent to believing in Him as the 
Christ described in the Old Testament 
and revealed in the New; and believing 
‘in him’ or ‘on his name’ means to re- 
ceive Him as one’s Own personal Sav- 
iour” (John 1:12, 13).—William L. 
Pettingill, D.D., in “Bible Questions An- 
swered,” (Dunham Publishing Co., Find- 
lay, Ohio, $4.) ; 

“To believe on Christ is one act, re- 
gardless of the manifold results which 
it secures. It is not turning from some- 
thing to something; but rather turning 
to something from something. If this 
terminology seems a mere play on words, 
it will be discovered, by more careful] in- 
vestigation, that this is a vital distinc- 


(Continued on page 138) 








CoRRECTION 

The Door of Hope Mission, formerly 
of Shanghai, is now working in Tai- 
pei, Formosa, as stated in THe SuNDAY 
Scuoo,t Trmes, December 24, 1955. It is 
no longer a rescue mission, but a home 
for needy children, many of whom have 
come from the mainland with their 
parents, 
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l. What Happens When a Christian Sins? 


A question many professing Christians 


cannot answer correctly 


LETTER from a listener to La 
A Bonne Nouvelle par les Ondes 

(the French broadcast of Global 
Gospel Broadcasts, Inc.), high lights this 
important problem of what happens 
when a Christian sins, about which all 
too little is generally understood, even 
by evangelical Christians. She writes, 
in part: “You evangelicals are so sure 
of your salvation that I really envy you. 
As for me, alas! like all Catholics, I only 
live in hope. There is always that ter- 
rible uncertainty! I should like to know 
on what you base your certainty of sal- 
vation. I understand, in part, but at 
times I doubt that I shall ever be per- 
fect enough to obtain eternal life. I 
know that Christ died for our sins, that 
He made a complete atonement, and 
that no one can add anything to His 
atoning work. .. . But, and there’s the 
rub ,.. every day we sin anew, at least 
to some extent, and what about all those 
sins? For example, I am very impa- 
tient, and lose my temper easily. I am 
not looking for an excuse, but for the 
cause of this situation.” 

Several problems are raised by this in- 
teresting letter from a sincere seeker. 
There is the problem of the basis of 
our salvation, which is, of course, noth- 
ing else than Jesus Christ and His re- 
deeming work on the cross. This radio 
listener (Madame D.) seems to have 
grasped this truth, at. least partially; 
but yet there lingers in her mind the 
deeply rooted Catholic teaching that we, 
too, must atone for our sins, and deserve 
or earn our way to Heaven. This ex- 
plains her statement: “At times I doubt 
that I shall ever be perfect enough to 
obtain eternal life.” The answer to this 
error is found in such passages as Ephe- 
sians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5; Romans 3:28; 
4: 3-7. 

The Problem of Eternal Security 


A second problem is that of the eter- 
nal security of the believer, which is 
flatly denied by the Church of Rome, 
but clearly taught in such Scriptures as 
John 10:27-30; Romans 8:31-39; Ephe- 
sians 4;30; 2 Timothy 1:12. Still a third 
problem is that of the believer’s own 
assurance, or personal certainty that 
he is saved for all eternity. That 
Mme. D. clearly lacks, but she could 
have it if only she would simply be- 
lieve in childlike faith the promise of 
1 John 5:13, “These things have I writ- 
ten uhto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life.” 

These three problems are relatively 
simple, and the answer can be found in 
a few clear passages of the Word of 





Dr. Stearns is the son of Dr. D. M. 
Stearns, who was for many years a 
minister of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church and widely known for his 
sound Bible teaching and his spoken 
and written messages on prophecy. 
Dr. Miner Stearns is a graduate of 
the University of Pennsylvania and 
of Dallas Theological Seminary; was 
for about three years on the staff of 
radio station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador; 
and has for some twenty years been 
the principal of the Bible Institute 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, teach- 
ing in the two languages, French and 
Flemish; and moré recently, president 
of the Global Gospel Broadcasts, 
Inc. This is the first of six arti- 
cles on the question of the title. 
If anyone should ask, “Why so much 
on this topic?” the answer is that 
serious consequences follow when a 
Christian sins and it is important 
for believers to understand what 
occurs and to know God’s way of 
restoration and victory. The series 
will continue next week. 








God. To those who wish a more de- 
tailed study of them, we would heartily 
recommend the excellent little book, 
“Shall Never Perish,” by J. F. Strom- 
beck.1 But there is a fourth question 
raised in Mme, D.’s letter, which can 
usefully be examined in some detail. 
She says, and rightly; “Every day we 
sin anew . . . and what about all those 
sins?” In other words: What happens 
when a Christian—a born-again believer 
in Christ—sins? The answer to this 
question is not so simple, for quite a 
number of things happen, some on earth, 
and some in Heaven. We cannot hope 
to treat the matter exhaustively, but we 
shal] attempt to enumerate the principal 
things that happen, and then indicate 
the God-provided remedy for the havoc 
wrought by the sins of His children. 
Finally, we shall briefly touch on a still 
less understood matter, but which is of 
the greatest importance, namely, How 
can the Christian avoid sinning? 


First, let us state, to clarify the issue, 
what does not happen when a Christian 
sins. Contrary to the opinion of many 
Sincere believers, the true child of God 
does not cease to be a child of God when 
he sins. In other words, he does not 
lose his salvation, his justification, his 
new birth, his inheritance in Heaven, 
the sea] of the Holy Spirit, and all the 





1May be ordered from the Strombeck 
Agency, Inc., 900 23rd Ave., Moline, Ill, $1 a 
copy. postpaid. 
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other thirty-odd things he receives at the 
moment he accepts Jesus Christ as his 
personal Saviour. “The gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance” (Rom. 
11:29). In other words, God does not 
change His mind about saving the be- 
liever. He is not an “Indian giver.” He 
does not take back the eternal life He 
has once given. 

Even the Church-of Rome, which de- 
nies eternal security in the broadest 
sense, nevertheless does not teach that 
every sin deprives the Catholic of the 
“sanctifying grace” which he is supposed 
to have received through baptism. Only 
a “mortal sin” can do this, and for a 
Sin to be “mortal,” it must be a serious 
offense (orie of the seven “capital sins”) ; 
and, in addition, it must be committed 
intentionally and with premeditation— 
that is, not on the spur of the moment. 
Sins which do not meet these three con- 
ditions are classed as “venial,” and only 
deprive the individual of a part of his 
“sanctifying grace,” so that he is still on 
his way to purgatory, although due for 
a longer stay there. “Venial” sins do not 
therefore have to be confessed to the 
priest. 


A Startling Parallel 


Although Protestants do not hold this 
unscriptural and conscience-deadening 
doctrine of “mortal” and “venial” sins, 
since they do not believe in purgatory 
(which is nowhere mentioned in the 
Bible, and only became a dogma in 
1439), nevertheless certain Protestants 
do unconsciously make a similar distinc- 
tion. It may shock them to discover 
this, but those who affirm that the be- 
liever can lose his salvation do neces- 
sarily distinguish between mortal sins 
and those that are not. This results from 
the fact that no one believes that the 
smallest sins deprive the believer of his 
eternal life. It is tacitly assumed that, 
to lose his salvation, the Christian must 
commit a serious offense. But who is - 
to determine just how serious an offense 
must be before it will bring about the 
loss of salvation? Such Protestants are 
in exactly the same position as the Ro- 
manist, who debates the question as to 
whether his sin was mortal or venial. 
The Roman Catholic, at least, has some- 
thing to guide him in this decision, for 
he can read on page 68, of the January 
1945, issue of the American Ecclesiastical 
Review, published by the Roman Cath- 
olic University, Washington, D. C., the 
following enlightening information: 

“Question: ‘What would be regarded 
nowadays as the absolute sum for grave 
theft in the United States of America?’ 
Answer: ‘By the absolute sum for grave 
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theft is meant the amount of money, the 
stealing of which constitutes a mortal 
sin, irrespective of the financial status 
cf the individual] or corporation from 
whom it is taken, however wealthy that 
may be. Naturally, the sum varies with 
the fluctuation value, or the purchasing 
power of money... . To lay down a gen- 
eral norm, in view of actual conditions 
and value of money (Jan., 1945), it would 
seem that the absolute sum for grave 
theft would be about $40.00.” It is not 
stated in this article whether the vaunted 
“infallibility” of the Church of Rome 
applies to this estimate or not. Thank 
God, the Bible contains no such sophis- 
tries, and makes no distinction between 
“mortal” and “venial” sins. Every sin 
is hateful to God, and that of the Chris- 
tian even more, if possible, than that of 
the unsaved person, for the Christian has 
no excuse for his sin. Having seen now 
what does not happen when a Christian 
sins, let us see what actually does hap- 
pen; and we shall find that, even though 
we do not lose our salvation, the con- 
sequences of our sin are nevertheless 
very serious. It will be most convenient 
to group these consequences according 
to the Bible passages where they are 
mentioned. 

Let us begin with the First Epistle of 
John. We have already seen one of the 
purposes for which it was written (5:13), 
namely, that believers might know (not 
merely hope) that they have eternal life. 
However, the first purpose of the Epis- 
tle which John mentions is found in 
verse 3 of chapter 1: that we might have 
fellowship with God, the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. Fellowship 
requires agreement, harmony, identity 
of viewpoint and interests. You cannot 
have fellowship with someone with 
whom you have nothing in common. 
We cannot expect God to change His 
viewpoint and His interests to suit us, 
so that it is obvious that we must change 
ours to suit God, if we would enjoy that 
inestimable privilege of fellowship with 
Him. Consequently, John proceeds to 
tell us, in verse 5, what God is like, 
so that we may conform ourselves to 
His character, and thus enjoy fellowship 
with Him and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
John tells us that “God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all.” In other 
words, God is holy, and in Him there is 
no shadow of sin. It therefore follows, 
according to verse 6, that “if we say that 
we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness [sin], we lie, and do not the 
truth.” 


There we have our first answer to our 


question: What happens when a Chris- 
tian sins? He loses, not his salvation, 
but his fellowship with God and with 
Jesus Christ. This is a serious matter, 
not only for us, but for God; for, strange 
as it may seem, God longs for our fel- 
lowship. Not that He needs it, but He 
wants it. He created us and redeemed 
us with that purpose in view. “Can two 
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walk together, except they be agreed?” 
asks the Prophet Amos (3:3). Obviously 
not. We cannot have fellowship with 
God while we are walking in darkness. 
And that, by the way, is another result 
of the believer’s sin—he steps out of the 
light and walks in darkness. This is 
not a gradual transition, but, sudden. 
There is no twilight zone, no half-light. 
There is no question here of “mortal” 
or “venial” sins. One sin, no matter how 
slight, how inconsequential it may seem 
to us, and we cease to walk in the light, 
and begin to walk in darkness, out of 
fellowship with God. There are just two 
places to walk (the Biblical description 
of the Christian life): either in the light, 
or in darkness. It is obvious that, when 
Enoch “walked with God” (Gen. 5:24), 
he was walking in the light, in fellow- 
ship with God. 

There are also just two ways to walk, 
either “after the Spirit” (ie., according 
to the Holy Spirit of God), or “after the 
flesh” (i.e., according to our old sinful 
nature, which we carry along with us, 
after we are saved). This we learn from 
Romans 8:4. The Christian possesses 
two natures, “the old man,” or unre- 
generate nature, very similar in mean- 
ing to the “flesh”; and “the new man,” or 
new nature, which is received at the 
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time of the new birth (Eph. 4:22-24). 
The believer is instructed to “put off” 
the “old man,” and to “put on the new 
man.” We cannot get rid of the “old 
man” as long as we remain on earth, 
but we do not have to let him act. The 
way to keep him from acting is to “put 
on the new man,” that is, to let the Holy 
Spirit have His way in our lives, for 
the Holy Spirit works through the new 
man, never through the old. Both old 
and new natures cannot act simultane- 
ously. This is clearly taught in Gala- 
tians 5:16, 17, where we receive this 
command: “Walk in [literally, “by”] the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one 
to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would.” This last phrase 
means that, when we are walking in the 
energy of and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we cannot at the same time do 
the things that we would do, according 
to the flesh, and vice versa. Just as the 
believer: cannot walk in the light and in 
the darkness at the same time, so he 
cannot walk according to the Spirit of 
God and according to the flesh at the 
same time. 
(To be continuedy 


XIV. Things a Christian Should Know 


The destiny God has made possible for him 


HIS last article in the series, “What 

a Christian Should Know,” deals 
with a subject with which every one 
of us who has professed faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ should be familiar. 
The previous articles have chiefly dealt 
with our past and present. They have 
been concerned with the reality of our 
salvation, why we can be sure of it, 
how it took place, and the like. Those 
dealing with our present have reminded 
us of our position with and relationship 
to the Lord, and of some of the priv- 
ileges that we should enjoy because we 
are His. The one which we shall con- 
sider at this time concerns our future. 

Every Christian should be perfectly 
certain about his destiny, and there 
should be no place for misgiving or 
doubt concerning that, for it has been 
made very clear in God’s Word in a 
number of places. We will turn to a 
verse from the First Epistle of John, 
which, as you will remember, has fur- 
nished us. with many of the verses that 
we have been considering in this series. 
I would suggest that you read it through 
and find out some more of the things 
that we should know. 

‘The second verse of the third chapter 
of this little book reads as follows: “Be- 
loved, now are we children of God, and 
it is not yet made manifest what we 
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shall be. We know that, if he shall 
be manifested, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him even as he is” 
(A.S.V.). In this verse there are four 
definite statements, which I will men- 
tion quite briefly. Let us think of them 
in the order in which they are given: 

1. “Beloved, now are we children of 
God.” When John calls people “be- 
loved” he is talking to those who are 
fellow Christians with him. He has often 
been called the apostle of love, and we can 
see the outgoing of love from his heart 
all the way through this little Letter, as 
he pours out his desires on behalf of 
those whom he has won to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this verse he 
states to them, “Now are we children 
of God.” He is speaking to those who 
have experienced the new birth through 
faith in Christ Jesus. The miracle of 
supernatural grace had already taken 
place in their hearts, and they were 
all members of the family of the house-. 
hold of God. It was the unshakeable 
conviction of John that he and those to 
whom he was writing were indeed chil- 
dren of God, which enabled him to be 
perfectly sure of the final outcome of their 
faith and of the victory and the glory that 
awaited them. You will remember that 
several times in these articles the vari- 
ous proofs or lines of evidence have 
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been spoken of that John mentions in 
this Letter, and that should make it 
clear that we have passed from death 
unto life and are indeed God’s chil- 
dren. If you have forgotten them, 


read through John’s Letter again and. 


look them up for yourself. 

2. The second statement is “It is not 
yet made manifest what we shall be.” 
John was perfectly certain as to what 
the present status was, but he was ready 
to state that the future status was not 
yet made clear. We should understand 
that the fact that it was not yet revealed 
was no cause for anxiety to John, and 
certainly should be no cause for anxiety 
to us. There is very little said in the 
Scriptures about Heaven and the future 
state of the redeemed. I think I know 
why: I have often thought back in 
this connection to a conversation I had 
years ago with an old Korean mountain- 
eer. I was traveling up in the moun- 
tainous section in the far north of that 
country, and, one night, an old man 
came in to see me in the room where 
I was to sleep. After a while, he sud- 
denly asked me what houses in America 
were like. I replied by asking him if 
he had ever seen a two-story house. 
After some time for thought, he said, 
“Yes, I have seen one once,” and he 
went on to describe what it was like. 
I told him that there were many such 
in America. Then I went on to tell him 
there were three-story houses and he 
was filled with amazement and tried to 
imagine what they would be like. Dur- 
ing the course of the next half hour, 
step by step, I was able to tell him that 
in America there were houses eight, 
nine, and ten stories im height. He was 
almost overwhelmed as he tried to im- 
agine them. Then as I went on to tell 
him about twenty, and thirty, and forty- 
storied houses, he simply nodded his 
head, saying, “H’m, h’m, big house,” but 
it méant absolutely nothing to him and 
was far beyond his power of compre- 
hension. 

If it was quite impossible for a man 
living in the Orient to imagine the man- 
ner in which we live in America, how 
much more impossible is it for us to 
comprehend what lies ahead in the life 
to come for those who are the children 
of God. The magnificence and the glory 
of Heaven are infinitely beyond our 
powers of comprehension. 

3. The third statement, however, clears 
up to a degree the uncertainty, for John 
says, “But we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him” (K.J.V.). 
To be like the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
glorious destiny of every true believer. 
Christ Jesus in His grace identified Him- 
self with us in our weakness and sin so 
as to make it possibie for us to be iden- 
tified with Him in His glory and right- 
eousness, We read in the fifteenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians that he is “the 
firstfruits of them that slept.” This 
means that, just as He arose in a perfect 
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and glorious body from the tomb, so we, 
tog, shall be raised from the grave with 
the same kind of glorious and perfect 
bodies from which al] limitations of age, 
disease, and all: the marks of sin have 
been forever removed. 

"You will remember that the Apostle 
Paul tells us that we are not to be con- 
formed to this world but are to be trans- 
formed by the renewing of our minds 
(Rom, 12:1). Again he tells us that “we 
all, with unveiled face beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as from the Lord 
the Spirit”*(2 Cor. 3:18, A'S.V.). Paul 
was not only telling his friends that it 
was their solemn duty to be transformed 
into the image of Christ, but also tells 
them how the process is to be carried on, 

It is through looking at the image of 
Christ. He means that if their hearts 
and attentions are continually fixed upon 
Christ, the Holy Spirit will see to it that 
His wonderful likeness will be transfer- 
red to them, and that they will continue 
to grow more and more like Him. 

As I have reminded you before, the 
only thing in us that makes us well 
pleasing to God iff*our likeness to His 
Son. Unless He can see something of 
the beauty and the holiness of His ss 
in us, when He looks down upon us, 
there is nothing in which He can take 
pleasure. It is a solemn question to ask 
ourselves, therefore, as to how much we 
have grown like the Lord Jesus, and 
whether or not that growth is continu- 
ing week by week and year by year. 
How often do you think about Him each 
day, and how often do you pray ‘that 
the Holy Spirit will carry on in you 
His transforming work? 

4. Finally, we come to the closing 
statement which gives us the reason for 
the certainty that we shall be like Him. 
“We shall see him as he is.” Now we 
see Him as in a mirror by the eye of 
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faith, and even that much of sight is 
sufficient to make us more like Him. 
But then when He comes again in per- 
son and in power, then we shall see 
Him as He is, in all the magnificence 
and radiance of His person, and that in 
itself will be sufficient to complete the 
transforming work and we shall indeed 
be like Him, and thus rendered fit to be 


(Continued on page 137) 








The Little Jetts Have “Split Up” 
By Wade C. Smith 


IMES readers will be interested in 
recent developments in the Little 
Jetts family. Several months ago they 
decided to submit to surgery and to be- 
ing dismembered into “parts” so that 
flannelgraph teachers could put them 
back together in various attitudes, mak- 
ing them usable in many stories, instead 
of one. Thus a series of legs (running, 
kneeling, standing, falling); arms (ex- 
tended, lifted, akimbo, fisted for threat- 
ening or fighting); torsos (straight up, 
bowed for running, kneeling, or falling) ; 
heads (for men and women); caps (for 
priests or scribes); skirts (for women or 
priests); aprons (can be used also for 
seats); rays (to make radiating marks 
to represent Jesus). The parts are cut 
out of flannelboard paper stock, with 
suede finish on both sides, making them 
reversible. There are 100 parts in a 
“set,” also a piece of suede cardboard 
for cutting out extras, as for instance, a 
crown for a king.1 
The accompanying illustration shows 
attitudes made up from the parts in the 
Mark 10:17 sfory of “The Rich Young 


(Continued on page 138) 





1The Little Jetts Parts in sets of 100 are 
priced at $1.25, postpaid in the United States 
and Canada—20 cents extra for foreign mail- 
ing; and can be obtained by ordering from 
Wade C. Smith, Weaverville, N. C, 
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Step Into the Bookshop! 


Excellent books on Bible study and exposition, homiletics, church and Sunday school methods, 


XPOSITORY Outlines on the Whole 
E Bible. Vols. XI to XIX, Matthew to 

Hebrews, incl, By Charles Simeon, 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $3.95 per volume.) Here are full, 
meaty outlines of expository sermons 
that were originally preached by Charles 
Simeon in a long pastorate at Cambridge, 
England, more than a century ago. They 
form, indeed, as the publisher claims, 
“a chapter by chapter commentary.” The 
treatment is solidly evangelical and in 
the style of Matthew Henry. There is 
sufficient material here to serve any stu- 
dent of the Scriptures for a lifetime as 
a source of suggestions for the analysis 
and application of the Word of God. 
Each exposition is numbered, titled, and 
in place according to its Biblical order. 
The nine volumes presently at hand rep- 
resent part of a reprint edition of a 
twenty-one volume set that covers the 
entire Bible. The format and binding 
are attractive, making the books a de- 
light to have and to use. Other volumes 
are scheduled to appear at the rate of 
one a month, making the entire set 
available by November, 1956. 


Who? What? Why? Where? Tiny 
Question series. By Ruth McNaughton 
Hinds and Faith McNaughton Lowell. 
(Scripture.Press, Chicago 5; four books at 
60 cents each.) Small, square, bright- 
colored books are just the thing for the 
two- and three-year-olds, and these four 
are also particularly strong, each page 
being of cardboard as heavy as the 
cover. Their Bible truths are taught 
by lifelike pictures that illustrate the 
two or three easy lines below. In “Who?” 
little Danny learns what God does and 
that He is good. “Why?” depicts Julie, 
who discovers, in fourteen lessons, how 
children can obey Jesus’ words, “Love 
one another.” Billy is the wee laddie 
who frolics through “Where?” and says 
“Thank You” to God for a whole lot 
of things. And the “What?” book will 
delight even babies with its picture gal- 
lery of pet animals that show what God 
does for them and through them, 

Sunday school Nursery and Kinder- 
garten departments will go far to find 
better teaching helps, and it would seem 
these are a must also in the Christian 
home if it be blessed with small chil- 
dren, 


Boaz and Ruth. By August Van Ryn. 
(Waltetick Printing Co., Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, $1.50.) This romance of Redemp- 
tion might well bear the subtitle, “Glean- 
ing and Beating Out,” for such has the 
author done with the Book of Ruth, and 
such also, he declares, must be done by 
the individual who seeks to know God 





stewardship and revival 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








through His Word. Cream rises richly 
on the milk of these twenty-five chap- 
ters. To skim a little of it: Boaz is said 
to represent the perfection of our Lord 
in four aspects—he is the mighty or 


kingly person, portrayed in Matthew;' 


the unresting man or servant, found in 
Mark; the kinsman, in Luke; and the 
loving lord pictured by John. 

It was the bride in the story of Ruth 
who’ proposed to the groom, “Spread 
therefore thy skirtggand, as Boaz calls 
this a special kindness done to him, 
so our Lord appreciates the faith that 
dares appropriate the most stupendous 
blessings. “The other kinsman,” who is 
the natural man, is ready enough’ to 
buy the property, but cannot raise the 
name of the dead, hence he is ever a 
failure. The author places Ruth along- 
side three other women on the royal 
line, Tamar, Rahab, and Bathsheba, and 
the four are shown as together telling 
the whole of redemption’s story. Ruth 
is also contrasted with Esther, the Jew- 
ish girl who married a Gentile, repre- 
senting Israel’s present condition, pre- 
served as a nation outside of Canaan. 
The last six chapters interpret the im- 
mortal story as a parable of Israel’s 
backsliding, return, and restoration. 


Romans in the Greek New Testament. 
By Kenneth S. Wuest. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3.) Like Mr, Wuest’s other publications, 
this book will give the reader much 
valuable material and much food for 
thought. Although, unless the reader 
studies Greek for himself, one can hardly 
justify the statement that the reader 
“reads what the first century reader read 
as he studied the Greek New Testament,” 
yet it is true that the reader will gain 
much that is not to be found in an ordi- 
nary translation. 

Mr. Wuest’s theological soundness is 
revealed, for example, in his treatment 
of Romans 9:5 (see p. 156). The clarity 
with which this passage defends the 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ is ade- 
quately brought out. There are, of 
course, a thousand places in which one 
may differ. For example (pp. 101, 115, 
117), this reviewer is strongly convinced 
that katargeo should be translated “re- 
leased” in Romans 6:6. The body, char- 





acterized by sir, is not nullified, not 
destroyed, but is delivered from slavery 
to sin. The same word is translated 
“released,” or “delivered,” or “set free” 
twice in the following chapter, and this 
meaning fits the context in chapter six 
far better than any other. 


In chapter seven, I am convinced that 
the “husband” in the metaphor is not 
the law, but sin. The sinner was wedded 
to his sin, and therefore under the curse 
of the Law. When Christ bore our sin 
in His own body on the tree, our sin 
was put to death and we were therefore 
delivered from the curse of the Law. 


With reference to Romans 8:3, 4 (p. 
128), surely it is erroneous to say that 
the Law could not condemn us! The in- 
ability of the Law was in that it was 
weak through the flesh. “God... con- 
demned sin in the flesh in order that 
the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us...” 


In chapter 8:26, 27, the words, “un- 
utterable yearnings,” should not be taken 
as instrumental, but as pure dative. We 
know not what we should pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit maketh inter- 
cession for us with reference to our un- 
utterable yearnings (p. 140f). 


These suggestions are largely due to 
the fact that the Epistle to the Romans 
is full of inexhaustible treasures. In a 
thousand instances, the reader will find 
rich instruction and inspiration in Mr. 
Wuest’s work. 


The Challenge of Christian Steward- 
ship. By Milo Kauffman. (Herald Press, 
Scottdale, Pa., $2.50.) A fresh treatment 
of the subject of stewardship is always 
welcome, and this one is well prepared. 
Ten chapters cover the subject ‘very well, 
while the stewardship of possessions is * 
predominant throughout. The matter is 
presented Scripturally, thoroughly, and 
convincingly. The material was orig- 
inally prepared as a series of theological 
lectures, but, while it is scholarly in 
presentation, it is not lacking in practi- 
cal expression and application. The two 
chapters on “Stewardship of All Life,” 
and “All of Life a Stewardship” are par- 
ticularly good. The following quotation 
is characteristic: “While the Christian 
should save he must not hoard money 
for selfish purposes. He must not let 
legitimate saving turn to covetousness. 
The Bible says more against this sin 
than it does about almost any other sin. 
The drunkard can be more easily won 
than the man intoxicated by money. The 
rich, covetous man is self-centered and 
Self-sufficient. He is nevertheless as 
surely a slave as is the drunkard. Money 
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is a wonderful servant, but can be a 
tyrant for a master.” 

There is considerable material in this 
volume that this reviewer has not come 
across in other treatments of the sub- 
ject. The author has obviously done a 
great deal of research in connection with 
this treatise, and has included a very 
fine bibliography on stewardship at the 
close of the book. Chapter seven has to 
do with stewardship in the Mennonite 
church, since the lectures were prepared 
for Mennonite theological students, but 
the remainder of the volume is general 
in its scope. One chapter deals in a 
very enlightening manner with annuities, 
wills, trust funds, deeds, and the like, 
and is very suggestive. This is a valu- 
able contribution to the field of stew- 
ardship, and it will be much appreci- 
ated by ministers and laymen of ability 
and insight. 


The Gospel in Leviticus. By Joseph A. 
Seiss, D.D., LL.D. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) 
With saneness and spirituality Dr. Seiss 
has examined the Book of Leviticus and 
drawn from its pages types of Christ and 
the Gospel. The treatment is thorough 
and satisfying, providing many helpful 
explanations and applications that show 
the reader how much indeed the message 
and the Man of the New Testament are 
concealed in the Old, and, at the same 
time, how much of the deeper meaning 
of the Old Testament is revealed in the 
New. In twenty-one lectures that dem- 
onstrate expository skill Dr. Seiss ably 
discusses the typical significance of the 
offerings, the priests, the Day of Atone- 
ment, the feasts, the sanctuary and its 
furniture, the Sabbatic year, and the 
Jubilee. The book is free from fanciful 
interpretation and full of apt comment 
and observation. The volume at hand rep- 
resents a reprint edition of a work that 
has long been recognized as authorita- 
tive in the fields of Biblical interpre- 
tation and Old Testament typology. 


The Bent World. By J. V. Langmead 
Casserley. (Oxford University Press, 
New York 11; $4.) The subtitle indicates 
the character of the book: “A Christian 
Examination of East-West Tensions.” 
The author’s examination of Marxism 
leads to the conclusion that Marx was 
a poor economist and a prophet whose 
predictions did not come true. On the 
other hand, his teachings have the ap- 
peal of a religion because they embody 
principles that are comprehensive and 
vital. The author’s examination of de- 
mocracy indicates that it has presently 
become as secularized and as material- 
istic as Marxism, and that the church is 
in peril because it has allowed democ- 
racy somehow to be identified . with 
Christianity. The secularization, he 
thinks, is evident in obsessions with 
technics, economic activity, and doc- 
trines. The author views nationalism 
as one Stage in the nations’ experience 
which is evil just because it has lasted 
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so long. One of the greatest evils of 
the modern West is found in the break- 
down of the family and the prevalence 
of divorce. All this leads to a call for 
a restatement of the Christian tradition 
that will affect our culture even as it 
did at the time of the beginnings of 
modern civilization. This restatement 
will be a Word of the Lord. Unfortu- 
nately the author does not identify the 
Word of the Lord with the Bible, al- 
though he seems to find such “Words” 
therein. Fundamentalism, he feels, is a 
belief that is contrary to the facts. If 
ancient writers wrote like the Funda- 
mentalists of today, this was only be- 
cause they did not know what we know 
today. Thus we are left with that vague, 
indefinite, unsettled, and unsettling doc- 
trine in which the criterion for truth is 
something subjective and therefore as 
changeable as the changing times. 


Formula for Revival. By Hyman Ap- 
pelman. (Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, IIL, $2.) This is a stirring and 
stimulating series of lectures on this 
most important theme, especially timely 
these: days when there is much wishful 
and shallow thinking on the subject of 
revival. Dr. Appelman writes from the 
background of wide experience in con- 
ducting many city-wide evangelistic 
cempaigns, and also with a deep insight 
as to what the Holy Scriptures record 
as to the conditions and the benefits of 
true Heaven-sent revivals. These 167 
pages are divided into 10 chapters. Con- 
cerning the message of revival, Dr. Ap- 
pelman stresses the Bible injunction, 
“Ye must be born again.” “There must 
be no minimizing of this requirement,” 
he says. “It is the only bridge over 
hell, the only gateway into Heaven. Miss 
it and there is ae yr of doing aught 
else. We must preach it.” 


Twelve Great Chapters From the Book 
of Life. By Albert J. Kempin. (The 
Warner Press, Anderson, Ind., $2.) De- 
votional reading of top quality is to be 
found in these pages. In ten heart-warm- 
ing messages the following great chap- 
ters of the Bible are dealt with: Genesis 
1, Exodus 20, Psalm 1, Psalm 23, Isaiah 
53, Matthew 5, 6, 7, Luke 15, John 17, 
1 Corinthians 13, and Hebrews 11. True- 
to-the-Word treatment, pointed exhorta- 
tion, timely illustration, appropriate quo- 
tation of Scripture verses and poetry, 
along with a smooth flowing style, make 
this an interesting and instructive vol- 
ume. Full of gentle yet powerful per- 
suasion, this book will not only 
strengthen the spiritual life of its read- 
ers, but it will serve as well as the 
basis for sermons of their own that the 
preachers among them will want to de- 
liver on these outstanding portions of 
Holy Writ. 


Dynamic Sunday Talks to Children. 
By Joseph A. Schofield, Jr. (W, A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $2.) These thirty-six 
bright, clear “talks” are such as will 
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very effectively catch and hold the at- 
tention of young folks. Many are suit- 
able for some specia] day or occasion, as 
New Year, Lincoln’s Birthday, Mother's 
Day, Easter, Communion, Children’s Day, 
Thanksgiving, Rally Day, and so on. 
With most of them, the use cf a simple 
object is suggested, and each is based 
on a Scripture text. ‘Some ‘contain in- 
teresting historical and biographical ma- 
terial. The lessons are spiritual, some 
on the meaning of Easter, the Com- 
munion, and the Resurrection, on the 
church and the Christian life. Also 
practical lessons on kindness, courage, 
loyalty, patriotism, and appreciation of 
the wonder and beauty of God’s world. 
The book is interesting reading, and a 
volume of great usefulness to the pastor 
or teacher, or any worker with children 
and young folks. 


Premillennialism or Amillennialism? 
By Charles L. Feinberg. Th.D., Ph.D. 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, $4.) 
In this second edition of his book, Dr. 
Feinberg has added about 150 pages to 
bring the debate on eschatology up to 
date. In doing so, he notes the writings 
of Alexander Reese, Allis, Kromminga, 
and others. The first part of the book 
is a survey of Biblical teaching in which 
the author insists that the issue between 
premillennialism and amillennialism is 
really one of Biblical interpretation. 
Against premillennialists who do not 
make usual dispensational distinctions, 
Dr. Feinberg argues that these are es- 
sential to Biblical teaching and to the 
doctrine of premillennialism. Neither 
Dr. Feinberg’s knowledge of Scripture 
nor his place as a Biblical scholar can 
be denied. His present volume should 
occupy a foremost place in premillennial 
literature. Each chapter is well docu- 
mented, and a partial but helpful bibli- 
ography is included at the end of the 
volume. 


The Psalms Translated and Explained. 
By Joseph Addison Alexander, D.D. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids, 
6, Mich., $6.95.) The author of this im- 
portant work was the son of the founder 
of Princeton Theological Seminary and 
for many years a professor in that in- 
stitution. Like his monumental work 
on Isaiah, this one on the entire Book 
of Psalms is exhaustive in its verse-by- 
verse analysis. There is translation, ex- 
position, and application based on a 
thorough knowledge of the Hebrew text, 
and inspired by a reverence for both 
the sacred page and the Lord who gave 
it. Scripture cross reference is abun- 
dant, words in Hebrew characters ap- 
pear frequently, aptness and accuracy of 
comment are impressive throughout. 
This handsomely bound volume of 564 
big pages, closely printed with small, 
clear type, is a worthy addition to the 
publisher’s list of reprint classics and 
deserves a place in the Bible student’s 
library. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 4. JESUS FACES THE CITY 
Luke 19:28 to 20:47; printed text, 19:37-48 
Golden Text.—If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace!—Luke 19:42 


THE KiInc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 19:37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the 
descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice 
for all the mighty works that they had seen; 

38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name 
of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude 
said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, 
if these should hold their peace, the stones would imme- 
diately cry out. 

41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it, 

42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now 


43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
Shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, 

44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy chil- 
dren within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone 
upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation. 

45 And he went into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold therein, and them that bought; 

46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house 
of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests 
and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy 
him, 

48 And could not find what they might do: for all the 
people were very attentive to hear him. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








they are hid from thine eyes. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
"Ten week’s lesson brings us to that 
period of our Lord’s ministry which 
is generally termed “Holy Week.” 
It begins with the Triumphal Entry 
which took place on the first day of that 
week. It came to be called Palm Sun- 
day because the disciples who acclaimed 
Jesus that day as He entered into the 
city cut palm branches and waved 
them in their joy and cast them before 
Him on the path. From that the week 
moves on with increasing tension, the 
darkness steadily deepening until the 
sixth day when darkness fell at midday 
to enshroud threé crosses, on the central 
one of which hung Jesus, the Son of God. 
The week was to end with Jesus in the 
darkness of the tomb, but the next week 
was to break with the joy of resurrec- 
tion. These are great studies, for which 
we need hearts prepared by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Verse by Verse 

Luke 19:37.—“. . . at the descent of the 
mount of Ofives ... the disciples began 
to rejoice and praise God ..,.” He was 
drawing near to that spot from which 
Jerusalem breaks into view. Here the 
disciples burst forth into praise. 

Verse 38.—“Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: peace 
in heaven, and glory in the highest.” 
The praise took the form of a quotation 
from Psalm 118:26, with the title “King” 
added. Note also the echo of the angel 
song (Luke 2:14). How much they un- 
derstood of all this is a question. 


Verse 39.—*. . . the Pharisees . . . Mas- 
ter, rebuke thy disciples.” The shouts 
of praise did not go unnoticed nor un- 
challenged. While the disciples heralded 
Jesus as King, the Pharisees had no 
higher title for Him than Teacher. 

Verse 40.—“. . . if these should hold 
their peace, the stones would immedi- 
ately cry out.” See Habakkuk 2:11. There 
is a time when silence is not only crim- 
inal, but becomes impossible. be state- 
ment of the prophet may have become a 
proverb, but no one ever used it to such 
good effect as Jesus that day. 


Verse 41—“. . . he beheld the city, and 
wept over it.” He is now in full view 
of the city—a view that has inspired 
multitudes. Many had wept tears of joy 
on this spot. Jesus wept tears of sor- 
row. The word used here means “wail- 
ing.” Note the contrast—the joy of the 
disciples and the sorrow of the Lord, 


Verse 42.—“If thou hadst known... 
the things which belong unto thy peace 
... hid from thine eyes.” The disciples 
had been singing about “peace in 
heaven.” Jesus had come to bring it to 
earth, but Jerusalem would have none 
of the Prince of Peace. “The way of 
peace have they not known” (Rom. 3: 


17). Already the veil was upon their 
eyes. 
Verse 43.—“. . . thine enemies shall 


... keep thee in on every side.” A clear 
prophecy of the siege of Jerusalem 
which took place in A.D. 70 under the 
Roman Titus. It was as tight and com- 
plete a siege as Jesus predicted. 

Verse 44.—“And shall .. . not leave in 
thee one stone upon another; because 
thou knewest not the time of thy visita- 


tion.” This verse declares the end of 
the siege, in destruction and slaughter. 
Josephus gives a terrible description of 
this in his “Wars of the Jews,” Book VI. 
The term “visitation” here does not mean 
judgment, but grace. Having rejected 
the visitation of mercy, they were vis- 
ited in judgment. 

Verse 45.—“And he . , . began to cast 
Out them that sold therein, and them 
that bought.” ‘John related the first 
cleansing of the Temple, near the be- 
ginning of our Lord’s ministry (John 2: 
13-17), and the synoptists record the sec- 
ond cleansing, at the end of the ministry. 

Verse 46.—“. .. My house is the house 
of prayer: but ye have made it a den of 
thieves.” See Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 
7:11. From a house of prayer to a house 
of merchandise (John 2;16) to a den of 
robbers. Sad deterioration! 

Verse 47.—“And he taught daily’... 
But the chief priests . . . sought to de- 
stroy him.” The Lord maintained His 
ministry to the end, despite the atmas- 
phere of opposition and intrigue. 

Verse 48.—“And could not ... for all 
the people were very attentive to hear 
him.” The eagerness of the Passover 
pilgrims cramped the activity of the 
plotters—but not for long. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The tension which we noticed in last 
week’s lesson has not lessened any in 
the scenes presented for our study this 
week: it rather increases. The three 
incidents before us are characterized by 
profound emotion. We see our Lord in 
all three of them acting in an unwonted 
fashion. 

It had been our Lord’s custom to ap- 
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proach Jerusalem, or any other city for 
that matter, in the quietest and most un- 
pretentious manner. This time He delib- 
erately arranged a procession—a remark- 
able one indeed, and a far cry from that 
which would grace the entrance of a 
Roman general, but still a procession. 
His borrowing of the colt (vs. 29-36) 
gave: to the throngs of disciples who 
were accompanying Him to Jerusalem 
the opportunity they wanted of bringing 
their Master into the city with loud 
acclaim. Far from discouraging this, 
our Lord answered the critics with a 
declaration that if lips of flesh were 
dumb at this moment the very stones 
would find mouths with which to acclaim 
Him. All this was done, as Matthew 
tells us, for the fulfillment of the proph- 
ecy in Zechariah (Matt. 21:4, 5; Zech. 
9:9). It also was a prophecy of that day 
when Jesus will indeed be acclaimed 
King of kings, with none daring to chal- 
lenge it. 

In the midst of all this jubilation Jesus 


again acts strangely. As the multitude ° 


came to that place on the road to Jeru- 
salem from which the whole city came 
into full view, He broke out in a lam- 
entation. It was no silent weeping, but 
a loud wailing. Right well He knew 
that that city over which He was look- 
ing would not echo the acclaim of His 
accompanying disciples, but rather 
would answer it with “Away with him, 
crucify him.” Because the beloved city 
knew not the time of its visitation in 
grace, it would be visited with judgment, 
the very thought which wrung the heart 
of the Saviour. -‘So we have the strange 


spectacle of Jesus engaging in a great 3 


lamentation while surrounded by an en- 
thusiastic multitude who acclaimed Him 
King. 

The third scene is in the Temple. His 
action on this occasion is not unique, but 
still unusual. Once before at the be- 
ginning of His ministry’ had He taken 
drastic steps to rebuke the abuses which 
had become established in the very 
courts of the Temple (John 2:13-17), but 
many a time since had He moved in and 
out in great quietness and meekness of 
behavior. Now, His ministry practically 
at an end, the sight of abuses in the 
sacred precincts stirs Him to action. On 
the previous occasion He had spoken of 
the house of prayer being turned into a 
house of merchandise. Now He declares 
that it has been made a den of robbers. 
We can only imagine what evils are 
implicit in that term. Such an action 
was certainly not calculated to diminish 
the opposition of the chief priests and 
the scribes who were already plotting 
to destroy Him, but Jesus fearlessly 
maintained His ministry till His time 
was fully come. 


Topics for Development 

The Shouting of the Crowds, It has 
frequently been stated that the very 
crowds who shouted their “hosannas” to 
Jesus as He entered the city of Jerusa- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. February 26.—Teachings on Stew- 
ardship Luke 16:1-31; 19:11-27 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 11.—Jesus Interprets His- 
tory , Luke 17:20, 21; 21:5-38 








lem, within a #ew days changed their 
chorus to “Away with him, crucify him.” 
We are well aware of the fickleness of 
the crowd, a fact which Shakespeare so 
vividly brings out in his dramatic presen- 
tation of the death of Julius Caesar, in 
which the speech of Brutus convinced 
the populace of the rightness of tHe as- 
Sassination, while the emotional elo- 
quence of Mark Antony stirred the same 
throng to demand vengeance upon the 
assassins. In spite of this, however, I 
can see no reason for attributing the 
contrary sentiments to the same people 
in the case of our Lord. The majority 
of those who accompanied Him into Je- 
rusalem' were doubtless Galileans, with 
others who had joined the group on the 
way. While not all of them were fully 
intelligent disciples, they had seen 
enough of His mighty works to bind 
their hearts to Him in some sort of de- 
votion. Those who shouted for His death 
were doubtless inhabitants of Jerusalem 
who were directly under the influence 
of the priests and the scribes. That 
there may have been a good deal of 
Superficial enthusiasm in the “hosanna” 
crowd we shal] readily admit, but to 
accuse them as a whole of being such 
hasty turncoats is al] too drastic. At 
any rate the Lord encouraged their ac- 
claim, which He hardly would have done 
had they not been sincere. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ITH what event did “Holy Week” 
begin? 

2. Why is the Sunday before Good 
Friday called Palm Sunday? 

3. What mode of transportation did 
Jesus use going into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday? 

4. What prophecy did Jesus fulfil] on 
Palm Sunday? 

5. What title did (1) the disciples, (2) 
the Pharisees give to Jesus that day? 

6. What prophet speaks of the stones 
crying out? 

7. What was the difference between our 
Lord’s weeping at the grave of Lazarus, 
and His weeping over Jerusalem? 

8. What kind of “visitation” is refer- 
red to in Luke 19:44? 

9. How often did Jesus cleanse the 
Temple? 

10. How did Jesus describe the Temple 
when He cleansed it? 

( Answers on page 136) 


(9) 129 


Cleansing the Temple. John tells us 
that our Lord cleansed the Temple at 
the beginning of His ministry. Matthew 
Mark, and Luke tell us that He cleansed 
it at the end of His ministry. The log- 
ical conclusion arrived at by many 
critics is that there is a mistake some- 
where, since there can be only one such 
cleansing. Either the synoptists are 
wrong or John is wrong, and since John 
represents a later tradition, he is more 
likely to be wrong. But is all this so 
logical as it sounds? It all rests upon 
a eo arrived at, without any 
foundation, that there can be only one 
cleansing of the Temple. It is much 
easier, and much more satisfactory to 
accept what the Scriptures indicate, 
that there were the two—the record of 
the first preserved for us by John, and 
the record of the second given us in the 
synoptic Gospels. If, as the Scripture 
says, “Judgment must begin at the house 
of God” (1 Pet. 4:17), why would not 
Jesus begin His ministry with such a 
symbolic act? In like manner, since He 
entered Jerusalem with Messianic -dem- 
onstration in that find) week of His 
ministry, why should He not then exer- 
cise His Messianic prerogative and re- 
buke once more, and finally, the abuses 
that were so prevalent in the house of 
God? Critics too often make things dif- 
ficult, which, taken as written, present 
no difficulty at all. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The acclamation of the disciples (Luke 


19: 37-40) 

2. The lamentation of the Saviour (vs. 
41-44) 

3. The purgation of the Temple (vs, 45- 
48) 


Practical Applications 

Walk with Jesus and you will have 
much cause for joy and praise (Luke 
19:37). 

Walk with Jesus and you wil] have 
cause for tears (v. 41). 

Where He is King, Heaven’s peace 
reigns (v. 38). : 

We can no more silence the praise of 
God than we can stop the stars in their 
courses (vs, 39, 40). 

The visitation of grace rejected can 
have but one issue—the visitation of 
judgment (v. 44). 

Keep your church a house of prayer, 
and it will never become a den of rob- 
bers (v. 46). 


Golden Text 
Luke 19:42.—“If thou hadst known 
. the things which belong unto thy 
peace!” What things? The answer is 
found in Christ Himself. He is our 
peace (Eph. 2:14). He has made peace 
(Col. 1:20). He is the Prince of peace 
(Isa. 9:6). To know Him is to know 


peace, 
ELmMuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEstep HyMNs 
“Holy Spirit, Hear Us” 
“When, His Salvation Bringing” 
“Softly and Tenderly” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, who hast blessed us 
wi so much wholesome Christian 
teaching, training, and influence, we 
thank Thee for all by which Thou dost 
work to draw us to Thyself. Help us to 
see that a youth set amid €hristian in- 
fluence and appeal is a time of merciful 
visitation by the Saviour to make us 
His own. Move us all to receive Him 
in life’s morning that we may have His 
brightening and protecting presence all 
our life through. Use Thy Word today 
to bring souls to Him in this place and 
where any are lost in sin and unbelief, 
there send Thy messengers and draw 
such hearts to Thyself. Where trouble 
and affliction oppress, let Thy promises 
of help be known and received with 
faith, that Thy .deliverance may come 
to all who call upon Thee. Guard Thy 
people and Thy cause where evil men 
seek to destroy Thy Church, and let our 
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time be marked by revival, repentance, 
and return to God. 
Bring near Thy great salvation, 
Thou Lamb for, sinners slain; 
Fill up the roll of Thine elect, 


Then take Thy power and reign, 
—Henry Alford, 


Amen. 


After the Lesson.—F, three years 
Christ taught, healed, pleaded, entreated, 
and now His dealings with Israel had 
reached a climax. Soon Israel’s day of 
visitation would pass and Christ’s offer 
of mercy close. The sight of Jerusalem 
as the Lord approached the city amid the 
hosannas of many in that hour of de- 
cision moved Him to tears; not quiet 





In Your Day of Visitation 
eeD GOD’S CALL 


EED 
weeping, but loud lament and convulsive 
sobbing. He saw the doom ahead of the 
city for rejecting Him and the contrast 
between that doom and the peace she 
might have known moved Him to cry, 
“If thou hadst known .. . the things 
which belong unto thy peace! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes , .. thou 
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knowest not the time of thy visitation.” 

God’s dealings with us, too, can reach 
a climax beyond which lies doom for 
those who neglect Christ’s call. The 
teachings of Scripture, the good exam- 
ple of real Christians, the strivings of 
God’s Spirit, and. our feeling of guilt 
and need plus the invitations of the 
Gospe] are all things that belong to our 
peace, things intended to draw us to 
seek peace with God. But if we fail to 
respond to such things, they only in-, 
crease our guilt. “He, that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall sud- 
denly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy” (Prov. 29:1). Do not cause 
Christian parents and teachers and your 
Saviour Himself to weep over you for 
missing salvation through not seeing and 
using your day of merciful visitation. 

There is a line, by us unseen, 

That crosses every path; 
The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience and His wrath, 


How far may we go on in sin? 
How long will God forbear? 

Where does hope end? and where begin 
The confines of despair? 


An answer from the skies is sent, 
“Ye that from God depart, 
While it is called today, repent, 
And harden not your heart,” 
—Joseph Addison Alexander. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“He was come ... at the descent of 
the mount of Olives...” (Luke 19:37). 
—The triumphal procession reaches the 
spot “where the main road from Beth- 
any sweeps round the shoulder of the 
hill, and the city first bursts full on the 
view. At this point the palm-bearing 
procession from the city seems to have 
met the rejoicing crowd of the Galilean 
pilgrims who had started with Jesus 
from Bethany” (Canon Farrar). 

“The whole multitude of the disciples 
began to rejoice and praise God with a 
loud voice for all the mighty works that 
they had seen.” It is cheering to real- 
ize that the whole multitude of disciples 
seized this their last opportunity of pub- 
licly rejoicing and praising God for all 
the mighty works performed by the 
Lord Jesus. Many were the petitions 
for help and for mercy, but there had 
often been conspicuous lack of praise 
and thanksgiving, during our Lord’s 
ministry on. earth. 

One is reminded of the legend about 
the two angels who were sent to earth 
to gather up the prayers of men. One 
was to fill his basket with the petitions 
of mankind. The other was to gather 
their prayers of thanksgiving, Some time 
later they went back to their Father’s 
house. One had a basket heaped high 
and running over with the innumerable 
petitions of men. The other returned 
with a sad and heavy heart, for his 
basket was almost empty. The thanks 
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of men were heard but rarely on earth, 
even though the angel had searched dili- 
gently. 

Moses warned the Israelites, in his day, 
that they would serve their enemies “in 
want of all things,” if they failed to 
serve the Lord their God with joyful- 
ness and gladness of heart for “the abun- 
dance of all things” lavished upon them 
(Deut, 28:47, 48). 

Let us heed the exhortation of the 
psalmist: “Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name” (100: 4). 

“Saying, Blessed be the King... 
(Luke 19:38).—The Lord Jesus entered 
Jerusalem according to the prophecy of 
Zechariah. Although this was not the 
time for His Kingdom to be established 
in power and great glory, it nevertheless 
was a presentation of Himself as the 
rightful, and divinely sent, King of the 
Jews. 

We are told in John 12:16 that the 
disciples did not understand what they 
were doing when they cried: “Blessed 
be the King that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in 
the highest” (Luke 19:38). But the 
Holy Spirit knew this was the appropri- 
ate moment for such an acclamation, and 
He energized them to do it, (Cf. Matt. 
10:19, 20.) 

On the event of the Saviour’s birth, 
“there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” But now that the Saviour was on 
His way to death by crucifixion, it is 
not “a multitude of the heavenly host,” 
but the “whole multitude of the disci- 
ples” that do the exclaiming. And it is 
not “on earth peace, good will toward 
men,” but, “peace in heaven, and ‘glory 
in the highest.” 

How could there possibly be peace on 
earth, when the true King was being 
rejected and slain? However, divine 
Justice would be thoroughly satisfied 
with the redemptive work which the 
Lord Jesus would accomplish on the 
cross, and peace would be established in 
Heaven. And because the Lord Jesus 
“made peace through the blood of his 
cross” (Col. 1:20), individual believers 
on earth have “peace with God” (Rom. 
5:1). And they give glory to God in 
the highest. 

When Jesus as Lord I had crowned, 

My heart with this peace did abound; 

In Him the rich blessing I found: 

Sweet peace, the gift of God's love, 

—P. Bilhorn. 

“.. if these should hold their peace, 
the stones would ... cry out” (Luke 
19:40).—What a shock the destructively 
critical Pharisees must have received 
when im answer to their demand, “Master, 
rebuke thy disciples,” the Lord said, “I 
tell you that, if these should hold their 
peace, the stones would immediately cry 
out”! 
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They were silenced! There was neither 
smile nor sneer on their part. The man- 
ner in which the Lord said, “I tell you” 
must have convinced them that the 
stones would indeed cry, out, if disciples 
remained silent on this auspicious oc- 
casion! 

I like the saying now going the 
rounds: “Not all silence is golden, some 
of it is’ guilt.” John Newton had this 
portion of Scripture in mind when he 
wrote the lines: 

Did the Lord a man become, 

That He might the law fulfill, 

Bleed and suffer in my room,— 

And canst thou, my tongue, be still? 

No; I must my praises bring, 

Though they worthless are, and weak; 

For should I refuse to sing, . 

Sure the very stones would speak, 

“... he beheld the city, and wept over 
it” (Luke 19:41).—The disciples who did 
not know what was going to happen re- 
joiced and shouted; but the Lord, who 
foreknew all things, wept over the city. 
Jerusalem, as our memory selection in- 
forms us, did not know “the things 
which belong unto thy peace.” 

The destruction which the Lord pre- 
dicted (vs. 43 and 44) was wrought 
forty years later by the Romans. It has 
been pointed out by students of the 
Greek language that the tears which 
our Lord shed at the grave of Lazarus 
(John 11:35) were silent tears; but the 
word used here indicates breaking forth 
in lamentation, visible and audible. It 
grieves the Lord deeply when people 
do not. know the things which belong to 
their peace, and go on to judgment. 

Forgiveness of sins, deliverance from 
judgment, rest, eternal life, joy in the 
Holy Spirit, and divine glory are some 
of the things belonging to our peace. 
Are we aware of it? Have we placed 
personal faith in the Saviour, or are we 
neglecting, despising, or rejecting Him? 

Wawona, CALIF. 


% 


. Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


Fe fellows, ft was a very unex- 
pected and surprising thing which 
our Lord Jesus did in the Temple. 
Doubtless it shocked and amazed the 
people. It made the Pharisees and 
scribes very angry. He drove the 
money-changers and the merchandisers 
out; He overturned their tables and scat- 
tered the money on the Temple floor, at 
the same time severely rebuking them. 
They were using the outer court of the 
Temple as a salesroom to supply the 
worshipers with doves and sheep and 
cattle for the sacrifices. They could 
have erected their stalls in the street 
outside, but competition was keen, and 
they must needs move into the sacred 
edifice. Driving them out in such a 
manner was a drastic thing to do, but 
Jesus was teaching the lesson of rever- 
ence for God’s house and. all the ap- 
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pointments connected with His worship. 
“It is written,” He said, “My house is 
the house of prayer: but ye have made 
it a den of thieves.” He was quoting from 
Isaiah 56:7, where God speaking through 
His prophet says: “.. , mine house shall 
be called an house of prayer for all 
people.” ; 

This is a good time for us to examine 
ourselves as to our conduct in the house 
of God. We are apt to get careless in 
this. Indeed, the behavior of some peo- 
ple in church is much as if they are at- 
tending a theater: chatting, laughing, 
joking—even chewing gum. I addressed 
a Sunday school one Sunday morning 
and two boys on the front seat were 
blowing bubble gum! What do you 
think of that? If the Lord Jesus should 
suddenly appear in church don’t you 
think He might improvise a scourge and 
drive such careless persons out? And 
the startling fact is that He was there in 
spirit. 


There is a humble little church in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Florida where I was invited to tell a 
“Little Jetts Bible story,” and as I en- 
tered I saw a card over the door upon 
which was scrawled in capital letters, 
“Please leave your chewing gum out- 
side.” The place where that humble 
little congregation was appointed to meet 
with God was too sacred for spearmint. 

Some of our Amerfcans visiting Lon- 
don have the honor to be received by 
the Queen. I am told that a certain 
group were “briefed” before entering 
Her Majesty’s presence. There is a code 
of conduct which it would be just too 
bad to violate. It would cause embar- 
rassment. If when we enter upon a 
church service we would remember that 
it is the audience chamber of the King 
of kings, we would be more reverent. 
Some people, upon entering the pew in 
a church service, bow their heads in 
silent prayer. It is a token of their 
reverence for our Holy God and a con- 
sciousness of His presence. 

“My house is the house of prayer,” 
says God’s Word; and a church service 
is not the place nor occasion for con- 
vergation. 

I wish you fellows could see my “Pew 
Bunch Boys.” Eight or ten, sometimes 
twelve of them sit with me in the 11 
o'clock Sunday morning service. It 
started with one boy and grew into an 
organization which also meets the first 
Friday night in each month for a “three 
saucer party” and a jamboree, following 
a brief devotional period. Sometimes, 
with their shoes off, they are piled up 
five deep in the middle of the living 
room floor. In the church service they 
are learning to sit up like courteous 
men, and listen with respectful atten- 
tion to the sermon, opening the hymn- 
books and singing at the proper time. 
It has not been altogether easy training, 
but they have all accepted Christ as 
their Saviour and become members of 
the church. Some of them will be 
deacons and elders some day, and one 
has avowed his purpose to be a mission- 
ary. 

They have learned that the “temple” is 
God’s house of prayer and they are get- 
ting a real blessing out of it, which is 
a lot better than going home or to the 
drugstore from Sunday school, 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE parable of the Pounds, which we 

studied last Sunday, seems to have 
been told by the Lord Jesus as He and 
His disciples toiled up the long winding 
road from Jericho to Jerusalem. Some 
of the crowd which had surrounded Him 
in Jericho may have followed Him, 
along with the blind man He had healed. 
Read Luke 19:11 to see one of the rea- 
sons why Jesus told them this parable. 


_ the Messiah here in Zechariah: 
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(Because they thought that the King- 
dom of God should immediately appear.) 
Yes, they thought that Jesus was going 
up to Jerusalem to be crowned King of 
the Jews, and then lead a revolt against 
the Romans who occupied their country. 
Jesus knew that He was going to Jeru- 
salem to die for their sins. He knew 
that forty days after His resurrection 
He would ascend to Heaven, leaving His 
followers to carry on His work in His 
absence from this world. One purpose 
of that parable was to help His disciples 
to understand this. Another purpose 
may have been to make them more eager 
to serve Him. The next thing we read 
is that two of them were sent on a 
strange errand, but they seem to have 
gone immediately, without any question. 
Read Luke 19: 28-35. 

The Lord knows the hearts of all men. 
He knew that the owner of this colt 
would be glad for Him to use it The 
owner may have been one of the Jews 
who had believed on Him when He 
raised Lazarus from the dead. He must 
have lived somewhere near to Lazarus 
and his sisters. The fact that the owner 
of the colt was willing for Jesus’ dis- 
ciples to unloose it and take it away 
seems surprising. But it is more remark- 
able that the colt was willing. What 
two things are we told about this colt 
here in Luke? (It was tied. It had 
never been ridden before.) Right. The 
colt was probably glad to have the rope 
loosened that held it in. a small area, 
but whenever before or since was an 
unbroken colt gentle and quiet the first 
time a man got on his back? Why was 
this colt so docile? (Because the Lord 
Jesus was God.) Yes. He was the crea- 
tor of all. John 1:3 says, “All things 
were made by him: and without him was 
not any thing made that was made.” 
The colt unconsciously recognized the 
hand of its Creator, but the people did 
not. At first sight we might think that 
they did, for this has been called the 
Triumphal Entry. It had been foretold 
in Zechariah 9:9 that Israel’s King would 
ride into Jerusalem that day on a don- 
key. Turn to that Scripture for a min- 
ute. The people were to rejoice and 
shout when this prophecy should be ful- 
filled. Notice three things said about 
He was 
just, He brought salvation, yet He was 
lowly. Kings were not always just, and 
never lowly. The King of kings is both, 
and He alone can bring salvation. 

Here is another proof that the Bible 
is the Word of God. Zechariah might 
possibly have guessed that the Messiah 
would enter Jerusalem on the back of 
a donkey, for it had been. the custom 
for kings to enter thus, rather than to 
come on foot as nearly everyone else 
did in those days. But no one, apart 
from the inspiration of God, would have 
guessed these three things foretold about 
Him. It was because Christ was lowly 
as well as just that He was able to bring 
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Salvation. His lowliness was most evi- 
dent when He humbled Himself and be- 
came obedient even to the death of the 
cross, but it is also evident further on in 
today’s lesson. 

Read Luke 19:36-38. If the story had 
ended here, with Christ riding into the 
city in triumph and the people shout- 
ing out praises to God, how happy it 
would be! But the leaders of the peo- 
ple spoiled the picture. What did they 
say in verse 39? (‘“Master, rebuke thy 
disciples.”) Those few words showed 
their complete rejection of Christ. In- 
stead of joining in the glad shouts of 
the people, they told the Lord of all to 
rebuke the rejoicers and stop them from 
shouting out the truth. Read the words 
of Jesus in verse 40. That gave the proud 
Pharisees something to think about, but 
alas, it didn’t bring them to repentance, 
as we can tell from the part they played 
in the’rest of the account. 

Verses 41-44 show the humility of 
Jesus, as well as His leving heart. Kings 
commonly entered the city with smiles 
of triumph. Jesus entered it in tears. 
Why? Because of all He was going to 
suffer there? No, it was because of the 
suffering that the people of Jerusalem 
would have to endure because of their 
rejection of Himself. Jerusalem means 
“city of peace,” but Jerusalem was not 
going to be a city of peace because they 
were rejecting the Prince of peace. 
What do you suppose the people who 
heard His words that day thought? Jesus 
foretold the complete destruction of Je- 
rusalem because they did not recognize 
Him and accept Him. They should have 
known Him. The Old Testament, which 
was read in the synagogues every Sab- 
bath Day, foretold enough about the first 
coming of Christ for them to have rec- 
ognized Him. The wonderful words He 
said, the great miracles He did, and the 
perfect character He displayed, should 
have been absolutely convincing. But 
the Devil used their jealousy and other 
sins to blind their eyes and minds. 

The last four verses of this chapter 
prove that the tears of Jesus were not 
those of weakness but tears of compas- 
sion. He goes boldly into the Temple, 
where He should have been welcomed 
and worshiped, knowing that it was now 
the stronghold of His enemies. In this 
sacred building, without outward badge 
of authority, He sternly drives out all 
those who are dishonoring the place, 
before returning to Bethany. The next 
morning He returns and begins teach- 
ing the Word of God there daily. The 
rulers of the people assembled there 
seek to destroy Him but fear to incite 
the mob against themselves, seeing that 
the common people were eager to hear 
Him. ¢ Think a moment about our gra- 
cious, compassionate Saviour. This very 
week He is to be crucified, yet He has 
wept over the city because of the trou- 
bles coming upon it. By His own author- 
ity He has driven out those who were 
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turning the Temple into a cheating mar- 
ket place, and now He is daily teaching 
the people of Jerusalem, though He 
knows that some of them will presently 
join in the angry shout, “Away with 
him, crucify him.” Was there ever such 
a Saviour? Do you love Him? 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Where God Is (Luke 19:37-42, 45, 46) 


MAN running away from home! 

Asleep in the open! A ladder to 
Heaven! Yes, Jacob! Do you remem- 
ber what he found out that night that 
scared him? (Gen. 28:16, 17.) God right 
there! But God’s words were kind and 
full of wonderful promises. Jacob was 
glad to have them, and made his prom- 
ise to God. Jacob named the place 
“God’s house” (Bethel) because God was 
there, and they had visited together. 

A king! A roll Bible! A harp! Once 
a shepherd boy! Yes, David! David did 
not write all the Psalms, but I am sure 
he would say this, even if he did not 
write it: Psalm 119:151. Underline in 
your Bible, the first five words. Could 
you say them to the Lord, and feel they 
were true? Say them in your heart 
several times -and try to think of His 
being right near you. Now underline 
the part after the “and,” just five words, 
too. Do you think that part is true? Or 
is there some commandment of His that 
you think isn’t true enough to be worth 
keeping? Like obeying your parents, for 
instance? Say those five words over to the 
Lord in your heart several times. 
you can probably put the two parts to- 
gether with the “and” and say this Mem. 
ory Verse. 

God is near us now in His Holy Spirit. 
But once He was near earth in another 
way—in Jesus Christ. How wonderful 
it would have been if we could have 
been there then, and looked at Him, heard 
Him, seen His miracles, loved Him, and 
helped Him! Peter, James, John, and 
many others, especially from Galilee, 
were there with Him—with God! Now 
—in our story for today—they are .ex- 
pecting Him soon to be King, and the 
Kingdom of God to come, when He 
would rule the world and there would 
be joy and goodness. He is coming to 
the capital city of Jerusalem, where 
God’s .house is and the king’s throne. 
Will the people receive Him, and make 
Him the Christ King a have so long 
looked for? 

(Use a picture of the Triumphal En- 
try.) Not on a conquering, prancing 
horse does He come, but on an everyday 
donkey! One that had not been ridden 
by ordinary men! Enthusiastic friends 
and crowds of travelers going to Jeru- 
salem for the Passover raise the joyous 


Now, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


shout: “Blessed be the King that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest.” Will Jeru- 
salem with its Pharisees and priests 
have Him for King? No, they do not 
believe that it is God who has come 
to: their city. They will not have. Him 
for King. They try to get the Lord to 


make His disciples keep still. But no— 
He must be announced! The King has 
come. Someone must say so. If people 


do not, the stones will! 

Round the hill they come, and sud- 
denly Jerusalem, the beautiful city with 
its marble palaces and shining gold- 
roofed Temple, comes into view. (Pic- 
ture.) The Lord stops and cries over the 
city. He knows what is going to hap- 
pen because they will not have Him for 
King. “Oh, if you only knew this very 
day what would bring you peace!” (The 
name, “salem” in Jerusalem, means 
“peace” in the Jews’ language.) But an- 
other Roman king will come in war, and 
conquer and destroy and kill because 
they do not know that God is visiting 
them. 

On the Lord goes and into the Tem- 
ple—into God’s house. But instead of 
a quiet place where people can visit 
with God and pray, there is selling of 
animals for sacrifices, changing of money, 
arguing voices, cheating. (Picture.) What 
does the kingly Lord do that the place 
where God is may be ready for the thou- 
sands of people coming to pray and wor- 
ship? I wonder how He likes the way 
we act and talk here in His house, wheré 
God is now? Read*Luke 21 to learn 
more about the time when Jerusalem 
would be destroyed and the Lord be- 
comes King. 

Orono, MAINE, 

+4 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Long Absence.—If thou hadst known, 

even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! 
(Luke 19:42, Golden Text.) We meet 
occasionally with individuals who have 
so long absented themselves from public 
worship that they have forgotten the 
cardinal facts and doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. A village curate, who had for 
many years unsuccessfully urged upon 
an aged woman the duty of attendance 
at the house of God, was gratified one 
Good Friday by seeing her there. On 
his way home he overtook her and ex- 
pressed the pleasure he felt on finding 
his exhortations had at last prevailed; 
and as they walked along side by side 
he spoke to her of the awful event they 
had just commemorated. On the pas- 
tor’s taking leave of her at his gate, she 
inquired of him how long ago it was 
since that cruel piece of business took 
place. “It happened nearly two thou- 
sand years ago.” “Two thousand years 
ago!” she exclaimed, with a brightening 
countenance; “then let’s hope it is not 
true.”—From “Dictionary of Illustrations,” 
by Baxendale. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


The Meek Conqueror.—And when he 
was come nigh (Luke 19:37). 
I saw the conquerors riding by, 
With cruel lips and faces wan, 
Musing on kingdoms sacked and burned. 
There rode the Mongol, Genghis Khan; 
And Alexander, like a god, 
Who sought to weld the world in one; 
And Caesar, with his laurel wreath; 
And, leaping full of hell, the Hun; 
And, leading like a star, the van, 
Heedless of outstretched arm: and groan, 
Minscrutable Napoleon went 
Dreaming of empire, and alone. 
Then all they perished from the earth 
As fleeting shadows from a glass, 
And, conquering down the centuries 
Came Christ, the Swordless, on an ass. 
—From “Speaker’s Bible.” Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


No Wonder They Sang.—And some of 
the Pharisees from among the multitude 
said unto him, Master, rebuke thy dis- 
ciples (Luke 19:39). In a rather exclu- 
sive section of Richmond, some new 
property owners complained that the 
singing in a small Christian church near 
by disturbed them. A petition was cir- 
culated to be presented to the city coun- 
cil. It was brought also to a Jewish 
resident, who said, 
not sign it. If I believed, as do these 
Christians, that my Messiah had come, I 
would shout it from the housetops, and 
on every street in Richmond, and nobody 
could stop me.”—From the Free Metho- 


“Gentlemen, I can-, 
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dist. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. , 


Satan Does Not Delay.—For the days 
shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and com- 
pass thee round (Luke 19:43). In one of 
the battles of the Civil War an officer 
rode up to his superior, General Long- 
street, and said that he was not able 
to obey the order that had been given 
him to bring his men up to the line of 
battle. “Very well,” answered Long- 
street, with withering irony, “never 
mind. Just let them stay where they 
are. The enemy is going to advance, 
and that will spare you the trouble.” 
If you delay to make war against evil, 
remember that Satan does not delay.— 
From “Macartney’s Illustrations.” Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Prophecy Fulfilled to the Letter.— 
Thine enemies . . . shall lay thee even 
with the ground (Luke 19:43, 44). 
Josephus tells us that three massive 
walls of great strength encompassed the 
city; and the garrison was ten times, 
in number, the besiegers. Think of lay- 
ing such walls even with the ground! 
Yet, at the last, orders were given to 
raze the very foundations, and nothing 
was to be left but three towers, and 
what little wall was needed, as a shelter 
to the Roman garrison, and as a speci- 
men of the strength of the defenses, 
which Roman power had laid low. The 
whole circumference was so thoroughly 
laid even with the ground that nothing 


“was left to show it had been inhabited. 


Titus said, “We have certainly had God 
for our helper in this war. He has 
ejected the Jews out of these strong- 
holds; for what could men or machines 
do toward throwing down such fortifica- 
tions as these!’”’ The hope of finding hid 
treasure moved the Roman army to tear 
up the very ground, till sewers and 
aqueducts were uncovered, and a plow- 
share was uSed to tear up the founda- 
tions of the Temple, thus literally ful- 
filling the prophecy of Micah (750 B.C.), 
“Jerusalem shall become heaps.”—From 
“Many Infallible Proofs,” by A. T. Pier- 
son. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


What Might Have Been.—Thou knew- 
est not the time of thy visitation (Luke 
19:44). Andrew Duncannon joined the 
church late in life, and nursed day and 
night a bitter regret. When he was 
scarcely more than a boy he heard Mr. 
Moody in London. Mr. Moody preached 
on “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” “It 
seemed to me,’”” he said, “as if the gates 
of the Kingdom of God stood wide open 
before me, and Heaven and earth were 
both urging me to enter. I really meant 
at that moment to have done so. But 
somehow I allowed the occasion to slip 
by; I drifted out with the crowd; and it 
was nearly fifty years afterward before 
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I became a Christian. God is very piti- 
ful and of wondrous mercy,” he said, 
“but life can never be what it might 
have been if I had done what I meant to 
have done that night.”—From “Wisps of 
Wildfire,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Who Is To Blame?—But ye have made 
it (Luke 19:46). Jesus was speaking 
of the Temple, which He called His 
Father’s house. Intended for a “house 
of prayer for all people,” where souls 
find God, it had been turned into a “den 
of thieves,” and He fixed the responsi- 
bility: “Ye have made it.” Each of us 
has some responsibility. for His church. 
We make it, for better or for worse. 
Its morale, its friendliness, its spiritu- 
ality, its attendance record is made by 
us. Protestant church attendance has 
been falling off? We “have made it.” 
Smaller attendance than last year? We 
“have made it.” He, as His custom was, 
wert to church. He also cleansed the 
Temple. He remade it. The first and 
most obvious way of supporting a church 
is to be a regular attendant.— From Ta- 
day. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU like to make believe? Of 

course you do! So let us pretend 
that we are hopping into a specia] kind 
of jet plane that can take us back huh- 
dreds and hundreds of years. Back, 
back, back, fast, fast, faster! Zoom! And 
we are away back in the time of long 
ago when the dear Lord Jesus lived on 
earth. 

Our clothes look different, don’t they? 
(Teacher’s Note: Show some pictures of 
the way we believe children dressed in 
the time of Christ.) Boys and girls both 
wear dresses, don’t we? Isn't it fun 
to make believe that we are living in 
the long ago? 

Now let’s pretend that we live in the 
city of Jerusalem. We are all Jewish 
children (we are making believe, re- 
member), and we are playing games. 
Suddenly someone shouts, “Look down 


the road! Look at all the dust! Some- 
one is coming! Come on. Let’s see who 
it is!” 


We rush into the house to ask our 
mothers if we may go. They say Yes, 
and we run as fast as we can toward 
the men who are coming. Look at all 
the children and grownups, too! Every- 
one is running. “Who is it?” we ask. 
But no one answers because they are 
running so fast. 

Because we are little, the big people 
let us push between them when we ask, 
“Excuse us, please?” And, quicker than 


you can imagine, we are right up front. 
And there, riding on a donkey, is a man. 
As soon as we see Him, we know He is 
different from any man we have ever 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


seen. His face is kind and gentle. And 
we know that He loves children, just 
the way He looks at us! 

This is exciting! Now we know who 
He is. Something down inside tells us. 
And, along with many others, we shout, 
“Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of Da- 
vid! Blessed is the King that cometh in 
the name of the Lord!” His disciples shout 
louder than all of us, “Blessed be the 
King that cometh in the name of the 
Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest.” 

We follow along, pressing as near to 
the donkey as we can. When some of 
the grownups lay their coats on the 
ground, making a nice carpet for the 
Lord Jesus to ride over, we cut down 
branches of palm trees and lay them 
down for a carpet. Oh, if only we had 
something even nicer to use for God’s 
very own Son. 

Listen! Some of the Pharisees are an- 
gry. They do not think that the Lord 
Jesus is the Son of God. And it seems 
to them that the whole world is running 
after Him (John 12:19). They command 
Him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

“I tell you,” the Lord Jesus replies, 
“if these people should be quiet, the 
stones would immediately cry out.” 
Such a strange answer! Oh, how thrilled 
we are to be seeing with our own eyes 
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the Son of God on the very first Palm 
Sunday. Oh, how we love welcoming 
Him! 

We follow Him to the Temple. This 
is the place where people come to wor- 
ship God. Worshiping Him now, in the 
days before the Lord Jesus died, is a 
lot different from what it will be later 
on. Now (we are still pretending that 
we live in the long ago, remember!) 
when people want to worship God, they 
must first of all make a sacrifice of some 
kind. They bring a bird or an animal to 
the Temple to offer it to God as a sign 
that they are sorry for their sins. 

They should have bought these things 
somewhere else. But instead, some men 
had built tables and were selling oxen, 
sheep, and doves right inside the Temple 
yard. The men are shouting, “Buy your 
sheep here! Cheapest price. Buy them 
here.” Those who want to buy are going 
from table to table wanting to buy the 
best bird or animal that they can for 
the very cheapest price. What a lot of 
noise! What confusion! 

Listen! The Lord Jesus is angry! He 
is upsetting the tables and demanding: 
“Get out of here. The Scriptures tell us 
that God’s house shall be a houce of 
prayer. You are making it a den of 
robbers. Get out!” 

What a scurry there is! Oxen, sheep, 
men, doves, al] pushing, screaming, fly- 
ing, running! Finally it is quiet. And, 
for the second time, the Lord Jesus has 
driven out the people who had brought 
dishonor to God’s house. 

Then the Lord Jesus started to teach 
in the Temple. We listen as hard as we 
And we love Him—oh, how we 


can. 
love Him! Right there, at that mo- 
ment, we deterf¥ine that we want 


Him to be our Saviour. We want Him 
to be our Lord. And, in our hearts, we 
ask Him to help us always to keep our 
hearts, His Temple today (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20), clean and pure and free from sin. 
Let us ask Him to do that, ‘shall we? 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 129) 
1. The Triumphal Entry. 


2. Because of the use the disciples 
made of.palm branches (John 12:13) on 
this occasion. 


3. A colt. 

4. Zechariah 9:9. 

5. (1) King; (2) Teacher. 
6. Habakkuk (2:11). 


7. At the grave of Lazarus He wept 
silently. He wailed over Jerusalem. 


8. A visitation of grace and salvation. 
9. Twice (see Topics for Development). 


10. As a house of merchandise (John 
2:16), and a den of thieves (Luke 19: 46). 


Extmuurst, ILL. 
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A Hawaiian Tour in the Autumn 


| yr ng of Christians have, dur- 
ing the past sixteen years, enjoyed 
the annual Fellowship Tours to Alaska 
which were conducted by The Sunday 
School Times Company and the Northern 
Pacific Railway. The seventeenth tour 
has been arranged for this year, leaving 
Chicago July 2 and returning July 27. 
This will include sight-seeing trips and 
stops at Glacier National Park, Water- 
ton Lakes Park, and Mt, Rainier, and a 
nine-day voyage through the Inland 
Waterways to Alaska. An illustrated 
folder is being prepared, giving all de- 
tails and costs, and this may be had free 
upon request addressed to the leader of 
the Alaska tour, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, THe SuNnpay ScHOOL 
Times, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

Many travelers of former years have 
urged the organizing of a tour to the 
Hawaiian Islands. This has finally been 
planned in co-operation with the North- 
ern Pacific Railway, and it will extend 
from September 26 to October 18, leav- 
ing from and returning to Chicago. 
Readers of the TIMEs are invited to join 
this pleasant and inspiring tour made in 
“trade wind season,” a time of year much 
favored among the Polynesians and a 
period when lower prices prevail. 

The trip will include well-planned 
sight-seeing on the islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai, and delightful ac- 
commodations at Waikiki in the Moana 
and Royal Hawatian Hotels. Transporta- 
tion will be as follows: on two of Amer- 
ica’s finest modern vista dome trains, the 
North Coast Limited of the Burlington 
and Northern Pacific and on the Santa 
Fe’s Chief: westbound from Seattle, by 
tourist airplane service to Honolulu; 
eastbound from Honolulu on the famous 
Matson flagship. S.S. Lurline, to Los 
Angeles. 

On September 30 the Christian Fel- 
lowship vacation party will be guests of 
the Kawaiahao Church, the royal Ha- 
waiian “Westminster” in the Islands, 
with sermon and singing in the Hawaiian 
language. On October 4 the 14th US. 
Naval District will make possible a com- 
prehensive tour of Pear] Harbor, where 
3,067 gallant American servicemen lost 
their lives on December 7, 1941, during 
the Japanese attack. While the Chris- 
tian Fellowship party is in Hawaii, there 
wil] be many special events of interest. 

Applications for membership in this first 
Christian Fellowship tour to Hawaii will 
be welcomed. The first step is for in- 
terested friends and readers to send to 
Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, for the free illus- 
trated booklet, “Hawaii,” which de- 
scribes in detail the entire cruise, plans 
for enrollment, and the assembling of 
the party. Mr. Jaeger will accompany 
the party throughout the trip. 























Lesson for March 4 


Things a Christian Should Know 


(Continued from page 125) 


presented by the Son to the Father as 
trophies of His grace and as part of His 
glorious inheritance in the saints which 
He will possess and enjoy throughout all 
eternity. 

This is the assured destiny of all who 
are children of God. It is one of the 
things that the inspired Apostle John 
tells us that we should know, As we 
know it, we shall rejoice in it and shall 
seek so to direct our minds and attention 
on the Lord, day by day, that the process 
will continue in preparation for the final 
consummation that will be brought 
about by the second coming of the Lord 
and His personal appearing in Glory. 
If you have not been counting on this, 
will you not begin now to do so? Praise 
Him for the wonderful future that He 
has made possible and has made certain 
for you and for all who have put their 
trust in Him, and then seek daily to 
grow into the knowledge and likeness 
of Him who has called you out of dark- 
ness into His marvelous light. 

We praise Thee, our Father, for 
the glorious future that is ours be- 
cause we have been redeemed and 
belong to Jesus Christ, Thy Son. 
Grant to us such faith, we pray, 
that we may continually rejoice in 
the destiny that He has promised, 
and that we may look forward with 
joyous anticipation to seeing Him 
face to face. In His name we ask 
it. Amen, 

MEMPHIS. 

we 


Thoughts for Times of Trial 
(Continued from second page) 


vivid picture of the contrasts in the life 
of Christ was given many centuries ago 
by Gregory of Nazianzus (A.D. 325-389;. 
quoted by W. Graham Scroggie, Kes- 
wick, England, 1923): 

“Christ hungered as man, and fed the 
hungry as God. He was hungry as man, 
and yet He is the Bread of Life; He was 
athirst as man, and yet He says, ‘Let 
him that is athirst come unto me and 
drink’; He was weary, and yet He is 
our rest; He pays tribute, and yet He 
is a King; He is called a devil, and yet 
casts out devils. He prays, and yet hears 
prayer; He weeps, and dries our tears; 
He is sold for thirty pieces of silver, and 
redeems the world. He is ‘led as a sheep 
to the slaughter,’ and is the Good Shep- 
herd; He is mute like a sheep, and yet 
He is the Everlasting Word; He is the 
‘man of sorrows,’ but He heals our pains; 
He is nailed to a Tree and dies upon it, 
and by the Tree restores us to life; He 
has vinegar to drink, and changes the 
water into wine; He lays down His life, 
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and takes it again; He dies, and gives 
life, and by dying destroys death.” 


II, Orners Have TRIALS 


The Devil will do all he can to aggra- 
vate our trials, and one of the thoughts 
he injects into our minds is that our 
experience is unique and no .one else 
has anything quite so bad. But this is 
not true, judging both by Scripture and 
experience. The Apostle Peter tells us 
to resist the Devil in the faith, “know- 
ing that the same afflictions are accom- 
plished in your brethren that are in the 
world” (1 Pet. 5:9). And we never 
need to look very far without finding 
someone who is worse off than we are. 


In the life of every true child of His, 
God allows those trials which are best 
suited to the individual need. We may 
have no idea of their purpose at the 
beginning, but if we humbly seek light 
from God in the midst of the trial, He 
will often show us what He is trying 
to teach us. Sometimes we may find 
that a severe trial has kept us from sin, 
and for this we can always praise God. 
We must not envy others the lightness 
of their trials, for God deals with each 
one according to His sovereign will and 
wisdom, 


III. THey Are For Our Goop 


Commenting on Psalm 94:10, Matthew 
Henry says: “The same word signifies 
to chastise and to instruct, because chas- 
tisement is intended for instruction, and 
instruction should go along with chas- 
tisement.” The writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews said, “Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness unto them which are exercised 
thereby” (12:11). We must not forget 
that real chastening is not joyous, but 
that it bears good fruit later if we take 
it humbly. Most Christians know Ro- 
mans 8:28 by memory; but it is another 
thing to know it and believe it “by 
heart,” and wait patiently to see how 
things will work together for our good. 
We cannot always see it at once. 

Perhaps we are like Paul before his 
conversion, and find it hard “to kick 
against the pricks,” or goads. But think 
what great things began in the life of 
the Apostle Paul when he humbly asked, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
(Acts 9:6.) A surgeon may hurt us, 
but he does it to cure. 


The most gorgeous sunsets are those 
in which there are clouds, for on them 
are reflected the flaming colors of the 
sun as it sinks below the horizon. So 
the brightness of God’s grace can often 
be seen best against the dark and lower- 
ing background of the troubles that 
come into our lives. 


Said William Cowper: 


Trials make the promise sweet, 
Trials give new life to prayer; 
Trials bring me to His feet, 
Lay me low, and keep me there. 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 
FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 

Write for Catalog List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 
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“HAVEN FOR CHRISTIANS” 


For information, write to 


Rev. H. G. Holstine, Harvard, Ill. 











This is the Year of Olympic Gomes 









Train CHAMPIONS for CHRIST with 
ALL-BIBLE Vacation School Lessons 


Here’s the VBS course that’s ALL- 
BIBLE, yet tied in with each pupil’s 
daily experience—the kind of trainin 
program that will develop spirithal 
champions in your Vacation School. 


Get your FREE copy of “Champions 
for Christ,” descriptive catalog, brim- 
ful of proved suggestions for conduct- 
ing a VBS that really reaches the entire 
family for Christ. 


See your local 
Christian bookstore or write to: 
pueewnr ww wee eK = 


| Seripture Press Dept. SSS-26 v 




















§ 434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5, Ilinois t 
Bf Please rush me a free copy of the 1956 § 
: ABVS Catalog, “Champions for Christ.” 
i Name. i 
Address : . 
a City. Zone. State i 
' Church. t 
+ City. State. i 
i Church Position t 
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SCRIPTURI 
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Alaska 





our vacation in 1956, how 
about Alaska or Hawaii? There will 


For 


be Christian Fellowship vacation 
parties both to the “Land of the Mid- 
night Sun” and to the “Paradise of 
the Pacific.” The Alaskan cruise will 
be in July—the’ tour to Hawaii in 
September - October. Folders to 
picture and describe both of these 
wonderful vacation trips have been 

ublished, and all readers of The 

unday School Times are invited to 
write for free copies. 

From the 1930’s to the present 
time, there have been Christian Fel- 
lowship cruises to Alaska, and they 
will continue. Many hundreds of 
travelers have enjoyed them, and 
they have been privileged to see ac- 
tive missionary and pioneer-church 
work in Uncle Sam’s far north ter- 
ritory. The Christian Fellowship 
Alaska cruise of July, 1956, will be 
escorted by Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor of The Sunday 
School Times; and our readers, who 
desire to travel with a congenial 
Christian vacation party to Alaska 
this next summer are cordially in- 
vited to join this excellent tour. 


Christian-Fellowship-Alaska has 
nearly 1,600 “alumni,” who hold 
treasured memories of delightful 
cruises under Sunday School Times 
auspices. Many of these friends 
have asked, “How about a similar 
Christian Fellowship wip to Ha- 
waii?” So, Hawaii it will be, Sep- 
tember 26 to October 18, 1956, under 
the leadership of Mr. Harry J. Jae- 

r, Executive Vice President of The 

unday School Times. Careful plans 
have been made, and our hostess in 
The Islands will be Mrs. Dorothy 
Robertson, wife of Central Y.M.C.A. 
Secretary in Honolulu. Christian 
missionary work in Hawaii has 

atly influenced the character and 

iendliness of her people. , 

Correspondence about Christian 
Fellowship vacation parties of 1956 
is invited and our readers may se- 
cure their free copies of “Hawaii” or 
“Alaska” folders, by addressing The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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What Is Involved in Believing? 
(Continued from second page) 


tion. To turn from evil may easily be 
a complete act in itself, since the action 
can be terminated at that point. To turn 
to Christ is a solitary act, also, and the 
joining of these two separate acts cor- 
responds to the notion that two acts— 
repentance and faith—are required for 
salvation. On the other hand, turning to 
Christ from all other confidences is one 
act, and in that one act repentance, 
which is a change of mind, is included. 
The apostle stresses this distinction in 
accurate terms when he says to the 
Thessalonians, ‘Ye turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God’” 
(1 Thess. 1:9).—Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
D.D., Litt.D., “Systematic Theology,” Vol. 
3, “Soteriology,” p. 374. 

Miss Marianna Slocum of the Wycliffe 
Translators, who has worked among the 
Tzeltal Indians for some years and has 
now completed the translation of the 
New Testament into their language, says 
that the Tzeltal word for “obey” has 
been used to translate “‘believe”’ because 
that is how they use it. To believe 
someone’s word carries with it the 
thought of obeying him. They had a 
word for “worship,” and the verb was 
the same as “obey.” To obey implies 
that you are inferior and must show 


, deference. 


we 


The Little Jetts Have “Split Up” 
(Continued from page 125) 


Ruler.” No. 1—He wonders about the 
“after life’ and maybe this “Rabbi” 
Jesus might enlighten him. No, 2—He 
runs to Jesus. No, 3—He kneels before 
Jesus and asks, “What shall I do to in-, 
herit eternal life?” No. 4—The radiat- 

ing marks represent Jesus, who chal- 
lenges the young. man to sell all his 
goods and give to the poor, and take up 

his cross and follow Him. No. 5—He 

goes away sorrowing. No. 6—(imagi- 

nary). Back home, but never another 

happy moment. No. 7—(imaginary) 

Wife tries to comfort him—‘“Brace up, 

it’s not that bad!” No. 8—(imaginary) 

Did he pray? No. 9—(imaginary) Sleep- 

less nights. 

One set of the parts can be used to 
illustrate an almost indefinite number 
of stories. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
ve 


True holiness, we surely ought to re- 
member, does not consist merely of in- 
ward sensations and impressions. It is 
much more than tears, and sighs, and 
bodily excitement, and a quickened 
pulse, and a passionate feeling of attach- 
ment to our own favorite preachers and 
our own religious party, and a readiness 
to quarrel with everyone who does not 
agree with us.—J. C. Ryle. 
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The Young People’s . 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 4 


1. What Does “Saviour” Mean? 
(Luke 2:11; John 3:17; Acts 5:31) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


A SERIES of four topics beginning 
this week brings to our attention 
several terms that are frequently used 
by Christians, in order that we might 
define them and better understand their 
meaning. This is important so that, 
when we come across them as we read 
the Scriptures, we may have -a ‘surer 
foundation for our own Christian faith, 
and so that we may be able to use these 
terms intelligently and explain them to 
others as we speak to them about accept- 
ing the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 
ye 

The term chosen for our consideration 
this week is “Saviour.” Just what do 
we mean when we speak of Christ as 
the Saviour of the world, atid when we 
ask others to accept Him as their Sav- 
iour? A savior is one who saves or 
delivers, and this implies first of all that 
there is something to be saved from, 
some danger from which a rescue is 
necessary. God’s Word establishes the 
fact that the whole world is guilty be- 
fore Him and in peril before His right- 
eous wrath and judgment against sin 
(Rom, 1:18-32; 5:9). “All have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23); “There is none righteous, 
no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). Under such 
an indictment all mankind is in jeopardy 
of perishing (John 3:16), headed for 
eternal punishment and separation from 
God. 

The term “savior” requires that there 
must be one who is able to effect the 
rescue of those who are in danger. 
Again God’s Word assures us that there 
is One’who is abundantly able to save 
man from the peril that threatens him 
(Heb. 7:25; Rom. 5:9, 10). What is more, 
Christ Jesus is the only One who is able 
to save, “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

se 

The One whom Christians call “Sav- 
iour” came to this earth and took upon 
Him our nature for the very purpose of 
saving mankind. “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). He Himself said, 
“For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). 

ye ‘ 

Finally, when we use the term “say- 

for” we imply that there is some thing 
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or some person who may and can be 
saved. In 1 Timothy 2:3, 4 we read, 
“For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth,” and in 2 
Peter 3:9 we find that God is “not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.” However, 
the salvation provided by our Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is not one that 
embraces all men whether or not they 
want to be saved. Christ died for all, 
but He does not compel all to accept His 
Salvation. He waits for men to feel their 
need of a Saviour and to believe on Him 


» (Acts 16:31), and to call upon Him for 


19 “salvation (Rom, 10:13), 
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se 
Perhaps some of us, as we have been 


“considering the meaning of the term 
a*e - 


“Saviour,” have thought, “Why, that is 
what I have believed about Christ the 
Saviour all my life.” It.may be you 


have been reared in a Christian home, 
and from Christian parents, or a faithful 
Sunday schoo] teacher or pastor, you 
have heard what the word “Saviour” 





means from the time you could under- 
stand anything. But what about others 
who have not had your opportunity? As 
Paul points out in Romans 10, “How then 
shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent?” (vs. 14, 15.) Are 
there some in your home, in your school, 
at your office, in your shop, who do not 
know the real meaning of the word 
“Saviour” as you know it from the 
Scriptures? Will you be the one to go 
to them with God’s great message of 
redemption through the Saviour who 
took their place on the cross, who bore 
the penalty for sin that rightly should 
have fallen upon each one of us, and 
who wants all men to hear the message 
of salvation that you have received? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoel Lesson Committee. 


February 27 to March 4 


Mon.—Zechariah 9:9-17. The Lowly King. 

PraYER Succestions: “Thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having sal- 
vation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” The 
visit of the Lord from Heaven, His just 
character, the blessings He brought, and 
His humble appearance predicted by the 
prophet were unrecognized by Israel, 
because they knew not the Word and 
ways of God. The grace of the lowly 
Jesus loves to come into lowly hearts. 
We all naturally want glamour: but 
when goodness comes without it, we 
usually pass it by. Do you recognize the 
good things of God when they come to 
you in common wrappings? Do you see 
through the mist of an unhappy provi- 
dence the smiling face of your Lord? 
Pray for the Christian Home for Chil- 
dren, Fort Lee, N. J. 


Tues.—Luke 19:28-40, 
Confronting the City. 


PraYER SuccesTions: “Blessed be the 
King that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” Our Lord gave His people, as 
He gives everyone who hears His Gos- 
pel, opportunity to accept Him. Israel 
as a whole rejected Him, and multitudes, 
even whole nations, do so likewise. The 
Gospel goes into all the world as a wit- 
ness; but, alas, not very’ efficiently in 
most instances. The spread of the Gos- 
pel through the major cities in the first 
century discloses both the willingness 
and power of God for evangelism in our 
time. Pray for all ministerial students 
to come to a clear realization of God’s 
sufficiency for. themselves and for their 
budding ministries. 
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Christian Representatives Wanted 


an have rtunity for Christian personne! full or 
Mi wee financial and spiritual returns 
ee Word of and sacred music in homes 
of America. This is only mepinaa item effectively com- 
peting with radio and in this Audio age. Few 
territories still _open. For information or 
interview write 


AUDIO BIBLE SOCIETY 
Box 567 106] Memorial Avenue, Williamsport, Pa. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


—- and epee sound —_ mee Gee 
is ing a mighty impact on Ne; ur 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


“What Must | Do To Be Saved?” 








(Acts 16:30). Satisfactory Scriptural treat- 
ment. Highly endorsed, widely circulated. 
Answer to Catholics, Seventh Advent- 


ists, Russellites—and oon B —. 

Heavy, attractive Con print. 

pause, 3 stages. Sh 10¢; 3 for 25c. all 

Sr “His Word’’ Publications, P. 0. Box 
Pasadena, California. 












CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India and Pakistan includes 
BOTH MUSLIMS AND HINDUS 
Write for free literature 


107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 
arene ra 
CHRISTIAN 


5000 WORKERS WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, handsome 
Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, greeting 
car commission. Send for free catalog 
and price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co., 
Dept..15, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 





























ooking for 
seething 


Une FREE PACKET 4 oo 
rigs Ss 


Messengers of the New Covenant, Ine. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“*] send thee'to the children of Israel.” Ezek. 2:3 
The Gospel of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Sere 
tures and literature. » = copy of booklet, 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” 
earnestly desired. 
Rev. Isaac Finestone, Generel Director 
109 Treacy Avenve - Newark 8, N, 3, 
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CARD & GIFT SHOP 
AT HOME 
If you want to earn extra money for your- 


self, your church, your organization, here 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send samples of our new 1956 all- 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders— 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


ITCOSTS NOTHING TO START ever in God’s Kingdom or in hell. We 
Send us your name and address. We will rush a full know how Christ felt about Jerusalem, 


po mela seem nw Yin SO iat but do we know how He wants us to feel 
REGAL GREETING CARD Co. about the perishing multitudes? Pray 
__DEPT. ST-14, FERNDALE MICHIGAN 













Wed.—Luke 19:41-48. 


PrRaYER SuccesTions: “And when he 
was come near, he beheld the city, and 
+ wept over it.” Christ saw everybody in 
~ —. the light of eternity. Do you see clearly 

‘<< from the Word that the multitudes about 
you are in as grave danger of perdition 
as those in Jerusalem over whom Christ 
wept? It is an appalling fact that every 
person in this world will either be for- 





for the enlightening of the eyes of the 











Brand New, Outstanding—and 4,000 Plus! 


KNIGHT’S MASTER BOOK 
OF NEW ILLUSTRATIONS 


by WALTER B. KNIGHT 
Popular Compiler of Famous 
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Christ and the City. 


salvation of men. 
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understanding of God’s people every- 
where. 


Thurs.—Psalm 55:6-11, 
The Sin of the City. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wickedness is in 
the midst thereof: deceit and guile depart 
not from:her streets.” Cities have been 
called the hotbeds of crime, but the 
Scriptures show that there have always 
been the greatest scenes of revival in 
big cities. The Book of Acts gives a 
list of great cities where Christ’s Gos- 
pel ran and had free course and was 
glorified. God loves to bless cities. 
Wicked they are, but God’s grace and 
power are such that we should expect 
and pray for a mighty work of God in 
the cities of our time. God is ready to 
move in wondrous grace and power 
where He is certain to get all the glory. 
Pray for a great awakening in the cities 
of your nation. 


Fri.—Zechariah 8:1-8. The Blessed City. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jerusalem shall 
be called a city of truth; and the moun- 
tain of the Lord of hosts the holy moun- 
tain.” Some of the blessings of millen- 
nial times are sampled during this age 
of grace, but the fulfillment of this 
prophecy awaits the return of Christ in 
glory. The world has yet to see the 
blessed times when righteousness and 
peace shall kiss each other, and the 
nations shall walk in the light of the 
Lord. In the meantime let us remember 
that righteousness exalteth the nation, 
and that sin is a reproach to any people, 
and labor hard to spread the Gospel of 
Christ everywhere. Pray for the Chris- 
tian universities, colleges, and Bible 
schools in all the world. 


Sat.—Matthew 23:29-38. O Jerusalem. 

PRAYER SuGcesTions: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!” Our Lord’s lament 
and tears are a matter of eternal record. 
What grief and woe must be theirs who 
go to perdition because they have re- 
jected the tears and blood of the Son 
of God! Many, even in our homes, who 
are rejecting Christ, should wet our eyes, 
and move our lips to prayer and our 
souls to labor. Pray for the unconverted 
about you. 


Sun.—Matthew 11:20-24. 
The Cities of Galilee. 
PRAYER SuccesTIions: “Then began 
he to upbraid the cities whereiri most 
of his mighty works were done, be- — 
cause they repented not.” Christ 
mourned over wicked cities. Response 
to His Gospel in our times should be bed 
a matter of utmost concern to us. @ 
Does your failure to win souls cause 
you grief? Can you say your skirts 
are free from the blood of perishing 
souls? Pray for more concern for the 
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